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Digital and blended learning opportu-
nities have the potential to improve U.S.
education dramatically, because they can
help teachers provide a more personal
learning experience for their students, ac-

cording to the Digital Learning Council
(DLC), a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy
group led by former governors Bob Wise
of West Virginia, a Democrat, and Jeb Bush
of Florida, a Republican. But for this to
happen, policy makers must remove bar-
riers to digital learning such as archaic

school funding formulas and seat-time re-
quirements, the council argues.

The DLC on Dec. 1 introduced its “Ten
Elements of High-Quality Digital
Learning,” a blueprint for how digital
learning can transform education. On Dec.
2, the Alliance for Excellent Education
(All4Ed), of which Wise is president, held
a webinar to discuss the DLC's blueprint.

Panel, page 28

Panel: Make digital learning easier
Nonpartisan commission releases ‘10 Elements of High-Quality
Digital Learning,’ calls for an end to seat-time requirements
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Single-sex education appears to be mak-
ing a comeback, but with a new twist: A
small but growing number of traditional
public schools are experimenting with sep-

arate instruction for boys and girls to help
meet each gender’s needs.

No longer is single-sex education defined
only by all-girl or all-boy schools, in which
the entire student body consists of just one
gender. Other single-sex education models
have emerged as well, such as the “dual
academy” format, where boys and girls are
in the same building but are separated all day
except for special occasions; and the sin-
gle-sex classroom model, which separates
the sexes only for specific courses.

In some cases, these single-sex educa-
tion programs are an attempt to combat lag-
ging test scores, especially among male stu-
dents. Separating boys and girls removes a

From staff and wire reports

News Corp., which recently hired outgo-
ing New York City Public Schools Chancellor
Joel Klein, has reached a deal to buy educa-
tional technology firm Wireless Generation for
$360 million in cash in what observers see as
the first of many moves into the ed-tech mar-
ket for Rupert Murdoch’s media giant.

News Corp., which owns the divisive Fox
News cable network, is buying a 90-percent
stake in Wireless Generation, while founder
and CEO Larry Berger, Chief Operating
Officer Josh Reibel, and Chief Product
Officer Laurence Holt will split the remain-
ing 10 percent and will continue to manage
the company.

Privately held Wireless Generation, which
is based in Brooklyn, N.Y., provides mobile

Meris Stansbury
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According to a recent national survey,
access to mobile technology in the classroom
has more than tripled among high schools stu-
dents in the past three years—and parents say
they are more likely to purchase a mobile
technology device for their child if it’s for
classroom use.

The information comes from Project
Tomorrow’s annual Speak Up survey and was
presented at a conference on mobile learning
in Washington, D.C., Oct. 29.

Focusing on mobile technology in the
classroom is important, said Julie Evans,
CEO of Project Tomorrow, because of a con-
fluence of positive factors: matured technol-
ogy, teacher buy-in, and low price points.

“Mobile technology has been developing
for years, to the point where there’s now a
wide variety at low prices, and each [type of
mobile learning device] can provide anytime,

News Corp.
dives into 
ed tech
Media giant will own 90 percent

of Wireless Generation

Publishing executive Cathie Black greets parents from New York City’s public schools.
In a striking example of the belief that public education should be run more like a 
business, Black has become chancellor of the nation’s largest school system despite 
having never served in—or even attended—a public school (story, page 29). 

Single-sex, page 30 Mobile learning, page 30

News Corp., page 29

Mobile learning 
at a tipping point

Black mark(ed) for public education?

ASSOCIATED PRESS

More public schools trying
single-sex education

Technology News for Today’s K-20 Educator

BEST PRACTICES  >>16

netTrekker has formed 
an extraordinary 
partnership with an 
Ohio school.

“Empowering Today’s Ed-Tech Leader”

DEFAULT LINES  >> 6

America can’t afford to
dither while other 
countries pass us by.

SECURITY CHECKPOINT    >> 33

X-ray machines aren’t just
in airports—they’re also 
coming to schools.



800.633.9876  •  www.extron.com/classroom

WINNER
Most Innovative Commercial 
Systems Installation Product  

SCN Magazine

Switcher/Ampli�erPoleVault Systems
Pole Mount and  

Projector Mount Kit

MediaLink® 
Controller

HDMI and  
A/V Input Plates

VoiceLift® Microphone 
with Instant Alert

New Patent Pending
Flat Field® Ceiling Speakers

Easy-to-use A/V for Every Classroom

 WallVault Systems
Short Throw Projector 

and Wall Mount Kit

Extron PoleVault® and WallVault® Systems are all-inclusive, complete A/V systems that are easy to install, use, and support. Both systems offer an 
easy-to-use configurable control panel and a secure, fully enclosed, vented housing for wall-mounting or pole-mounting the switcher and power 
supply. Each Extron classroom A/V system includes all the projector control, switching, amplification, speakers, wall plates, and cabling needed  
for a complete A/V system.

PoleVault and WallVault Systems offer:

•  CAT 5-type twisted pair cable for quick, low cost installation

•  Extron Exclusive Patent Pending Flat Field® speakers deliver 
consistent sound levels across the listening area

•  Energy efficient design offers Extron exclusive power saving modes 
to lower energy usage and operation costs

•    Network ready with integrated IP Link® and compatible with 
GlobalViewer® Enterprise software for district-wide control,  
asset management, lamp hour tracking, and help desk support

•    Optional HDMI input enables direct connection of high-definition 
video sources and provides support for future technologies

•  VoiceLift Microphone option allows the teacher’s voice to be evenly 
distributed throughout the room

Extron Classroom A/V Systems

E-RATE ELIGIBLE
Extron is pleased to announce E-Rate eligibility 
for connected versions of our popular PoleVault 

and WallVault Classroom A/V systems. This 
means that vital technology for increasing student 

achievement can be discounted as much as  
90% for quali�ed districts. 

For further information, contact one of our 
Classroom Support Specialists at 1.800.633.9876 

or email eratesupport@extron.com



January 2011 eSCHOOL NEWS • 3

Scott Farmer, IT director for Virginia Tech, says getting campus officials who know
nothing about technology to understand his department’s needs was one of the key chal-
lenges keeping him up at night.

“If you really don’t have the buy-in of the people who control the purse strings, and
they really don’t understand what’s going on, you’re going to get questions like, ‘Well,
shoot, why do we need to upgrade this?’” Farmer said during a recent webinar at eSN
Online.

Farmer isn’t alone. According to an analysis done by IT systems management soft-
ware maker Kaseya, a lack of alignment between school business and IT departments
leads to several missed ed-tech opportunities. 

Communicating your needs clearly to decision makers who don’t understand tech-
nology was on a list of the top 10 challenges in IT management, compiled by Kaseya as
a result of its analysis.

During the eSN webinar, sponsored by Kaseya to highlight the findings of its analy-
sis, Farmer and other speakers discussed how the top 10 ed-tech pain points as identi-
fied by Kaseya apply to them—and how they’ve used a combination of technology and
smart policy to solve these challenges.

Translating ed-tech problems into plain English will go a long way toward improv-
ing a school IT staff’s communication with decision makers, Farmer said: “When you
try and explain all the various things in the IT realm, you’ve got to be able to put it in
layman’s terms. If you start talking shop, … you’ve lost them.”

Another thing that helps is having a summary report of your IT system capability,
panelists said—data that can help you make a case for investing in necessary upgrades.

Drew Lane, IT director for the Derby Public Schools in Kansas, said creating and
distributing frequent IT summary reports has reduced the number of meetings he’s had
to attend to “explain the mundane.” Kaseya’s software has an easy-to-use tool for gen-
erating such reports, he added.

A second key ed-tech challenge is what Kaseya refers to as “IT hobbyists,” or users
who try to perform system-related tasks on their own—either because their school or
campus IT staff are too busy to help, or because they like to maintain control over their
machines. 

Lane said his staff have developed a three-pronged approach to solving this challenge.
First, they’ve established an ed-tech policy that spells out exactly what users can and

can’t do on their machines. Second, they rely on a report that Kaseya’s software gener-
ates automatically every day, showing what changes have been made to applications
and systems. Third, they’ve written a script in the program to uninstall any rogue soft-
ware that is detected on a system.

“If we can’t figure out a fix in 15 minutes, we just go ahead and reimage the ma-
chine,” Lane said.

Other top ed-tech pain points discussed during the webinar included frequent user
turnover, data backup and recovery, “invisible assets” (missing laptops, unknown users),
and the need to do more with less.

Readers can listen to an archived version of this webinar, and many others, free of
charge. To learn more, go to:

http://www.eschoolnews.com/events/webinars/

updateOnline
The biggest ed-tech ‘pain

points’—and how to solve them
Free webinar looks at solutions to common challenges 
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With efforts to ensure U.S. competi-
tiveness in a global economy revolving
around stronger STEM education, some
policy makers are looking at whether it
makes sense to include engineering stan-
dards for K-12 education. But the ability
to establish a national set of standards for
K-12 engineering education might still be
out of reach, according to a new study from
the National Academy of Sciences (NAS).

The study, “Standards for K-12
Engineering Education?” claims that “al-
though the main ideas in K-12 engineer-
ing education are largely agreed upon,
data based on rigorous research on engi-
neering learning at the K-12 level are still
not sufficient to develop learning pro-
gressions that could be reflected as stan-
dards.”

Educators are split on whether estab-
lishing K-12 engineering standards is a
feasible option or not.

“We have had academic K-12 engi-
neering standards in Massachusetts since
2001; the next generation of national sci-
ence standards will likely include engi-
neering standards as well,” said Jake
Foster, director of science and technolo-
gy/engineering with the Massachusetts
Department of Education.

Elizabeth Parry, coordinator for the
North Carolina State University College
of Engineering, disagrees.

“Of course it is possible [to create en-
gineering standards], but in my opinion it
doesn’t make sense. … [Engineering]
skills cut across all core subjects in K-
12, and separate standards would not suf-
ficiently measure achievement,” said
Parry.

Elizabeth McGrath, executive direc-
tor of the Center for Innovation in
Engineering and Science Education
(CIESE), said that while developing na-
tional standards is not a simple process,
it can be accomplished.

“One approach is to encourage the in-
fusion of engineering [education] into
core courses at the K-12 level, like sci-
ence and math, but also language arts, art,
and other subjects. This approach has
many practical benefits and has shown
in some of our own research to increase
student learning in core subjects like sci-
ence,” McGrath said.

The NAS study included infusion as
a possibility while standards are revised.
The study also proposed mapping, or “in-
tegrating ‘big ideas’ in engineering onto
current standards in other disciplines.”
Mapping is a more retrospective activity
compared with the proactive efforts of in-
fusion, the study said.

The lack of engineering-specific stan-
dards set forward by the Common Core
standards initiative also is an issue, though
the National Research Council (NRC) is
working to develop science standards for
the Common Core project.

“If the NRC science standards with en-
gineering are adopted, the chances of
more students receiving engineering ed-
ucation will greatly increase,” said Parry.

“The draft framework for the new sci-
ence standards reflects the recent empha-
sis on the connections between science,
technology, engineering, and math by in-

cluding engineering in a prominent posi-
tion: as the fourth disciplinary domain
along with life sciences, Earth and space
sciences, and physical sciences,”
McGrath said.

“From an employment perspective,
engineering is one of the highest-demand
fields that will determine whether we as
a state and country can compete interna-
tionally,” said Foster.

According to the 2007 study “Rising
Above the Gathering Storm,” 85 percent
of economic growth per capita is as result
of technological innovation.

“If the U.S. is going to remain an af-
fluent society that is able to provide health
care, education, and all the things citizens
need, then we need to find ways to steer
more students into engineering and tech-
nical fields,” said McGrath.

To steer those students, educators must
help change the stereotype of just what,
exactly, an engineer is.

“When many outside of the engineer-
ing profession think of engineers, images
of white men wearing pocket protectors
working in isolation with dirty machines
often come to mind,” McGrath said. “The
engineering education community has to
do a better job of communicating that an
engineering degree is the pathway to stu-
dents’ ability to make a real difference in
the world.”

Parry hopes students will achieve
some modicum of engineering education
that will at least allow them to become
part of today’s technologically advanced
society.

“The end goal is not to create millions
of engineers, although if we were able to
do that, we could more effectively com-
pete on all playing fields with countries
like China and India,” she said. “And it’s
really more than competition—techno-
logical literacy is a national security is-
sue. Rather, our general citizenry is fair-
ly technologically illiterate.”

Foster agreed.
“Given the prevalence of technology

in our world—all the designed products
we use every day—every student should
have a basic understanding of how and
why those products are designed and pro-
duced. Each student should have a basic
literacy of the designed world they in-
habit,” Foster said.

The study states that there is limited
experience with K-12 engineering edu-
cation in the U.S. and a lack of qualified
teachers. It also pointed to concern over
how mathematics and science would be
affected by possible reforms, and it said
there are “significant barriers” to stand-
alone engineering education in a curricu-
lum that includes a variety of other learn-
ing goals in more “established domains
of study.” eSN
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Dennis Pierce, Editor 
dpierce@eschoolnews.com 

On the morning of Oct. 5, 1957, readers of the New
York Times woke up to a jarring three-line headline that
spanned the width of the newspaper’s front page in all-
capital letters: “SOVIET FIRES EARTH SATELLITE
INTO SPACE; IT IS CIRCLING THE GLOBE AT
18,000 M.P.H.; SPHERE TRACKED IN 4 CROSS-
INGS OVER U.S.”

And so began the panicked reaction to the Soviet
satellite Sputnik, which shocked U.S. policy makers
into realizing they no longer led the world in techno-
logical development. Sputnik’s launch spurred passage
of the National Defense Education Act, a four-year
program that poured billions of dollars into the U.S.
education system. In 1953, the federal government
spent $153 million on education; by 1960, this amount
had grown nearly sixfold.

Fast forward more than five decades, and there have
been several events in the past few months that should
have prompted a similar sense of urgency among U.S. pol-
icy makers … and yet the collective response of the na-
tion has been nowhere near as dramatic:

• In the latest international comparisons from the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), released in December, U.S.
students ranked 25th out of 65 industrialized coun-
tries in math, 14th in reading, and 17th in science.
In its first year of participating in these international
assessments, the province of Shanghai, China,
topped the world in all three disciplines in 2009—
outscoring U.S. students 600 to 487, on average, in
math; 575 to 502 in science; and 556 to 500 in read-
ing. (A score of 500 is considered average.)

• For the first time ever, China also now boasts the world’s
fastest supercomputer, the New York Times reported in
October. According to Jack Dongarra, a University of
Tennessee computer scientist who maintains the su-
percomputer rankings, the Chinese machine, known as
Tianhe-1A, has 1.4 times the power of the previously
top-ranked computer, which sits at a national labora-
tory in Tennessee.

• Korea, which ranked first among OECD countries
in reading and math and third in science, is “years
ahead” of the United States in terms of internet con-
nectivity, reports Blair Levin, a former chief of staff
for the Federal Communications Commission dur-
ing the Clinton administration and now a policy an-
alyst for the Aspen Institute. During a meeting of
the State Educational Technology Directors
Association in November, Levin said Korea is clos-
ing in on its goal of delivering 100 Mbps of connec-
tivity to every home in the nation.
These developments might not have registered in our

nation’s collective consciousness, but they haven’t escaped
the notice of President Barack Obama. Calling this our
generation’s “Sputnik moment,” the president on Dec. 8
urged lawmakers to step up their spending on education
and infrastructure to make sure the United States isn’t left
behind in the global economic race.

“We need a commitment to innovation we haven’t seen
since President Kennedy challenged us to go to the moon,”
Obama said in a speech at North Carolina’s Forsyth
Technical Community College. He added: “In the race for
the future, America is in danger of falling behind. That’s
just the truth. And if you hear a politician say it’s not,
they’re just not paying attention.”

The speech was a preview of the State of the Union ad-

dress the president will give later this month as he tries to
grapple with a divided Congress over the next two years,
his aides told the Associated Press.

Obama is absolutely right: America can’t afford to
dither while other countries pass us by. But his message
will be a hard sell to a House of Representatives whose
new leaders say their No. 1 priority is to reduce spending,
as our story on page 8 of this issue indicates.

The fear of being left behind in the struggle for glob-
al supremacy apparently was trumped during the Nov. 2
midterm elections by the fear of leaving today’s students
a debt they can’t repay, as House Republicans swept into
power on a wave of voter concerns about the nation’s bud-
get deficit. And while those concerns might, indeed, be le-
gitimate, where were those concerns last month when the
House leaders-in-waiting dug in their heels over extend-
ing the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 2 percent of
Americans who don’t need them?

Reducing the deficit and investing more in education
aren’t mutually exclusive goals, but it will take an honest
conversation about our priorities as a nation if we’re to ac-
complish both. And that kind of frank discussion is, frankly,
hard to have when cable TV’s top-rated news channel, Fox
News, routinely conflates news and conservative opinion.

In view of this challenge, maybe the fact that Fox News’
parent company, News Corp., is getting into the ed-tech
business (as we report on page 1 of this issue) will be a
good thing for schools. After all, if News Corp. is to make
any money from its latest venture, it will need a host of
customers that are flush with cash. Perhaps the message
permeating Fox News programming in the months ahead
will finally align with what educators have been saying
for years: If we don’t spend more on our schools, our chil-
dren’s future will suffer.

A nation being left behind
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Engineering more standards
When Assistant Editor Jenna Zwang’s story “Should

K-12 schools adopt engineering standards?” (page 3)
ran online Oct. 25, several readers weighed in on the
need for engineering standards in K-12 education. While
opinions were mixed, most readers seemed to agree that
teachers already have enough standards they’re trying
to incorporate.

Reader Bob Bachmeier wrote: “No, we don’t need any
more standards, especially engineering! Why would they
be needed—math, science, ELA, social science, tech-
nology, CTE, etc., standards already exist, and they mea-
sure achievement in the core [skills] that an engineer needs.
This is just one reason; how about the cost? I would much
rather see money spent on great assessments like those
being driven [by] the Common Core State Standards,
which hopefully will be driving better instruction.”

Regardless of whether more standards are needed,
some readers argued that engineering should be a part
of the K12 curriculum.

“As an engineering educator for 20 years and a de-
greed engineer for 40 years, I strongly believe that engi-
neering should be part of that thing called a ‘liberal edu-
cation,’ because at its heart engineering is about solving
societal problems by applying scientific and technologi-
cal principals in an ethical, economical, sustainable, re-
spectful, and professional manner,” wrote reader Bob Pieri.
And reader “patty o novak” argued that “the engineering
process teaches valuable problem-solving skills children
can use no matter what path life takes them on.”

Single-sex education: A good idea?
Assistant Editor Jenna Zwang’s Nov. 19 story

“More public schools trying single-sex education”
(front page) elicited a great deal of reader feedback.

Reader “kstubblefield” wrote: “I can see benefits
and downfalls of same-sex classrooms. I can see
where it would be less distracting for girls and boys,
but I can also see where if you have all boys … you
may have more issues. I do agree that girls need to
be encouraged to participate more … but I am not sure
this is the answer.”

Reader “patty o novak” said that while single-sex
education might be beneficial, men and women must
learn to work together: “Same-gender schools or
classrooms do have their merits. But with over 50 per-
cent of the workforce now comprised of women, it’s
essential for both genders to learn how to work to-
gether, stand up for themselves, calm their hormones,
etc.”

Intimidation might play a factor in classroom per-
formance, reader “anbooth” said: “I am an advocate
of single-sex classrooms, but I am not an advocate for
single-sex schools. With my 6th graders, I see some
flirting in the classroom that is distracting. There are
two types. The first is the lovestruck boy who gazes
into space (or at the object of his affection) and is not
focused. Then there is the showoff who is not focused
because he is too busy trying to be cool. I know there
were times (especially in high school) when I would
not speak up just because of the boys in the room. I

would have been a stronger student in math and sci-
ence if I had been in a single-sex classroom.”

Peter Fagan, Ph.D., pointed to research on how
girls’ and boys’ brains differ: “I have read some pret-
ty compelling arguments for the pre-wiring of the
brain, especially for PK-3. Based on MRI scans of the
brain, on average, girls had 11 percent more synapse
firings than boys in the English/Language Arts area
(an area where PK-3 boys are lagging, according to
the numbers in ELAtesting). And boys had more brain
synapse firings in terms of geospatial reasoning.
NCLB focuses so much on ELA in PK-3 that it puts
boys at a disadvantage. Even math has become ex-
cessively filled with word problems at these grade
levels. Many schools/states now require in K-6 a 90-
minute uninterrupted ELA period in the school day.
So I am more firmly in the camp of nature over nur-
ture in this argument.”

Reader Erika Burton, Ph.D., and founder of
Stepping Stones Together, also provided a research-
based perspective: “While single-sex … options are
advantageous for many students, there is evidence to
suggest that we are not pre-wired, but rather our so-
ciety influences our male/female experiences with
subjects such as math/science and language arts. We
can help our children become less stereotypical by
constantly checking and being aware of our tenden-
cies, exposing each sex equally to the joys and ex-
plorations available with typically male/female sub-
ject pursuit likelihood.”

Many of the stories appearing in the pages of eSchool News first ran on our web site in some form or another,  prompting 
various responses by our readers. Here, we’ve published the best of these responses in print, so you can see what your colleagues
have to say about these issues. To keep the conversation going, go to www.eschoolnews.com, search for the story in question,
and add your own thoughts in the comments section. —The Editors
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With divided Congress, school reform faces a tough road
Observers question how much progress on federal education policy can be made
From staff and wire reports

The Obama administration has pushed
an ambitious education agenda in the last
two years, sending $100 billion to states
thorough the stimulus package and
spurring reform in many locations through
the Race to the Top competition.

But none of the major initiatives
pushed by President Barack Obama and
Education Secretary Arne Duncan have
been bipartisan. Most were approved
through large spending bills that
Republicans opposed.

Politicians and experts say the big
Republican gains in Congress will serve
as a roadblock to further Democrat-led ed-
ucation reform efforts, including a likely
decrease in big-ticket spending as the
GOP seeks greater fiscal restraint.

“Obama and Duncan were very lucky
that they had two years of relatively little
interference from the Congress, and the
Congress gave them a lot of money in
education,” said Jack Jennings, director
of the Center for Education Policy.

The GOPtakeover of the House means
that Rep. John Kline of Minnesota will be-
come the chair of the Education and Labor
Committee, giving the Minnesota
Republican huge clout in shaping educa-
tion spending.

Kline is a deficit hawk and retired
Marine pilot who said it’s time to pull
Washington out of the nation’s classrooms
and stop using billions in federal dollars
to bail out state education budgets.

In an interview with the Associated
Press, Duncan said he was optimistic the
Republican election victories wouldn’t de-
rail the administration’s plans, but con-
ceded: “There’s no guarantee our agenda
will continue to move.”

Both parties have agreed on the need
to revamp No Child Left Behind, the na-
tion’s most important—and controver-
sial—education law. The law was passed
on a bipartisan vote in 2001 when
Congress was similarly divided between
a Republican House and Democratic
Senate.

“They’re so close on this issue, you
could imagine both Democrats and
Republicans saying, ‘This is something
we promised our constituents, that we’d
fix No Child Left Behind,” said Mike
Petrilli, executive vice president at the
Thomas B. Fordham Institute, an educa-
tion think tank.

But accomplishing even such a broad-
ly held goal would require overcoming
considerable divides between Democrats
and Republicans on the role of the feder-
al government in education, along with a

different set of splits among Democrats
over reforms like performance pay for
teachers and charter schools.

In an interview with the AP, Kline
voiced opposition to a range of Obama ed-
ucation policies—from the Common Core
academic benchmarks to the $4.35 billion
Race to the Top—primarily because he
opposes federal interference with state and
local decisions on education. And while
Kline approves of charter schools and per-
formance pay for teachers, he doesn’t
want the federal government to be mak-
ing decisions in those areas.

He said No Child Left Behind is one
area with room for compromise, partly be-
cause both sides want to trim the law’s
reach in various ways.

“We’re going to make changes. How
we do it, how big they are, how big the bill
is, all those things are to be worked out,”
Kline said from his Minnesota office.

Democratic lawmakers also see re-
forming the law as an opportunity for the
parties to work together.

“I see no reason why we can’t do this
by summer,” said Sen. Tom Harkin of
Iowa, the Democratic chairman of the
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee.

Teacher unions—who heavily support
Democratic candidates during elections—

have resisted ideas like performance pay
and charter schools.

An outline for rewriting the law re-
leased by the Obama administration in
March was designed to scale back feder-
al involvement at most schools, asking
states to develop high standards for stu-
dents and teacher effectiveness. The na-
tion’s lowest performing schools would
be offered four turnaround models—in-
cluding replacing the principal and a ma-
jority of the staff, and closing the schools
altogether.

Republicans and Democrats have
questioned the merit of the models, and
the most conservative Republicans object
to the federal government having any say
on how a school is improved.

Although higher education is expect-
ed to take a backseat to K-12 policy dur-
ing the next Congress, two significant is-
sues loom: the fate of federal student aid
programs and Democratic-led efforts to
crack down on for-profit colleges.

The Pell Grant program, a lifeline for
low- and middle-income families trying
to afford college, has enjoyed bipartisan
support over the years. But with
Republicans running on a call to cut
spending, federal grants and loans subsi-
dizing higher education record could be
on the table.

From staff and wire reports

The resounding Republican victory dur-
ing the Nov. 2 midterm elections has al-
tered the balance of power in Washington,
D.C., in ways that are likely to affect both
federal education funding and local ed-tech
programs.

As a new session of Congress convenes
this month, Republicans now control the
U.S. House of Representatives. The GOP
also increased its strength in the Senate and
quickly served notice that it intends to chal-
lenge President Barack Obama with a more
conservative fiscal approach.

“We hope President Obama will now re-
spect the will of the people, change course,
and … commit to making changes they are
demanding,” Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio,
told cheering partisans on election night.

Republican control of the House posi-
tions Boehner as the new House speaker,
and chairmanship of the various House
committees will shift to Republicans as
well. That puts Minnesota Rep. John Kline
in line to succeed Rep. George Miller, D-
Calif., as chairman of the House Committee
on Education and Labor.

Kline favors fully funding IDEAbefore
spending on any new education programs,
such as initiatives that would support ear-
ly childhood education, job training, and
school construction that House Democrats
passed in the last session of Congress.

“While these new programs may be
beneficial, we have not seen evidence of
their success,” he wrote in a 2009 op-ed
piece. “Challenging economic times are not

the time for new and expensive experiments
that siphon funds from existing programs
and impose massive, unfunded mandates
on state and local school officials. Instead,
we should devote our limited resources …
to those programs with which schools are
already required by law to comply.” 

Chairmanship of the House appropria-
tions committee, which has enormous influ-
ence over what lawmakers ultimately agree
to spend on education funding, will shift from
Rep. David Obey, D-Wis., to an as-yet undis-
closed Republican. Rep. Jerry Lewis of
California is the ranking Republican mem-
ber of the committee, but some media reports
are speculating that the chairmanship could
go to Rep. Hal Rogers of Kentucky instead.
Georgia Rep. Jack Kingston has also entered
the pool of contenders.

Obey had been a strong advocate for ed-
ucation funding and the need for 21st-
century skills. He also defended the need
for the federal stimulus package, which pro-
vided a one-time boost of more than $100
billion for education—including $650 mil-
lion for ed tech.

Rogers, too, has spoken of the need for
better education and has helped steer fed-
eral education funding to projects such as
CenterNET2, an interactive video confer-
encing network that is being used to con-
nect schools and educators throughout
Kentucky, creating a statewide virtual ed-
ucation community. But, like every one of
his Republican colleagues in the House,
Rogers also voted against the federal stim-
ulus package that has saved thousands of
education jobs.

As House speaker, Boehner has
promised to “[cut] spending instead of in-
creasing it, [make] government smaller and
more accountable, and [help] small busi-
nesses get back to creating jobs again.” His
leadership could result in across-the-board
cuts in the House versions of appropriations
bills, including cuts to federal education
funding—setting up a possible showdown
over education funding with President
Obama and the Democratic Senate.

Looking beyond FY11, Hilary
Goldmann, director of government affairs
for the International Society for Technology
in Education, said ed-tech leaders are con-
cerned about the prospects for future edu-
cation funding. 

“We’ve been successful in keeping bi-
partisan support for ed tech” in the past, she
said. But the new Republican leadership
in the House promises to focus on deficit
reduction—and “no one has identified
where these cuts are going to come from.
… At this point, everything’s on the table.”

General technology policy
The resurgence of a Republican major-

ity in the House could affect general tech-
nology policy, too.

The election results will alter the lead-
ership of key technology and telecommu-
nications committees. Rep. Rick Boucher,
the Virginia Democrat who headed the
House Commerce Subcommittee on
Communications, Technology, and the
Internet, lost his reelection bid to challenger
Morgan Griffith and won’t serve in the new
Congress. Boucher had been at the fore-

front of the online privacy debate and had
led efforts to free up airwaves for more mo-
bile phone and data use.

The ranking Republican member of the
telecom subcommittee, Rep. Cliff Stears of
Florida, is in line to be the new chairman.
Stearns collaborated with Boucher earlier
this year on a bill that would protect inter-
net users’ privacy, and so that issue might
remain on the legislative agenda if he’s the
new subcommittee chairman.

GOP victories could affect education funding, ed tech
As Republicans regain control of the House, educators ponder how
much funding they can expect in the next few years
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From staff reports

Online instruction continues to grow
quickly overall, according to the latest snap-
shot of online education programs in grades
K-12. But the shape and pace of this growth
remains uneven throughout the U.S., and
two states—Delaware and New York—still
don’t offer any opportunities for K-12 stu-
dents to take classes online.

That’s according to the 2010 edition of
“Keeping Pace with K-12 Online
Learning,” an annual review of the status
of online instruction in the U.S., published
by Evergreen Education Group. The latest
“Keeping Pace” report says tight budgets,

new policy developments, and changing
technologies are accelerating the growth of
online education programs in some states,
while slowing their growth in others.

As of the report’s publication, online ed-
ucation programs were available to at least
some K-12 students in 48 states and the
District of Columbia, its authors said—but
no state provides a full range of opportuni-
ties for online instruction, which the report
defines as both supplemental and full-time
options for students of all grade levels.

State-led online education programs now
exist in 39 states, the report says, with Vermont
and Montana having opened new programs
that allow students to take at least some of

their classes online in the last year. Alaska,
too, has just begun the process of opening a
statewide network for online instruction.

These state-led online programs had a
combined 450,000 course enrollments dur-
ing the 2009-10 school year, an increase
of nearly 40 percent over the previous year.
Yet just two states—Florida and North
Carolina—combined to account for 96 per-
cent of this growth, according to the report.

Full-time virtual schools now exist in at
least 27 states and D.C., with Michigan and
Massachusetts having approved virtual
schools for this school year—though on a
limited basis. Michigan will start with lim-
ited full-time enrollments in its two virtu-

al schools, and Massachusetts has capped
full-time online enrollment at 500 students
for its statewide virtual school.

The fastest-growing segment of K-12
online instruction is made up of individual
school districts that operate, or offer, online
education programs for their students.

Because there are few reporting re-
quirements for single-district online edu-
cation programs, the number of students
in these programs is hard to quantify, the
report says—but it estimates that about 50
percent of all districts now offer some form
of blended or online instruction.

Many large school systems have creat-
ed or expanded online education programs
in the last year, the report notes. In the fall,
the New York City school system piloted
online Advanced Placement, credit recov-
ery, and blended-learning courses across
the city, and Los Angeles opened a full-time
virtual school. In August, the Chicago
Public Schools announced a pilot program
to add 90 minutes to the school day at 15
elementary schools using online courses.

Other notable developments in online
instruction in 2010 include:

• Connecticut passed a law that allows on-
line teachers to be certified in any state,
instead of requiring them to hold a
Connecticut certification. The law also
required districts with a dropout rate of
8 percent or higher to establish an online
credit recovery program by July 2010.

• Alabama passed a law that lets students
earn credit based on mastery of skills in-
stead of seat time. While the law does-
n’t apply specifically to online educa-
tion programs, it could have huge
implications for online instruction, the
report says. 

• In Idaho, the state Board of Education
approved new standards for online
teachers, establishing 10 core standards
for competency in online instruction.

• As of July 30, 2010, online teachers in
Wisconsin must have completed 30 hours
of professional development “designed
to prepare a teacher for online teaching,”
based on the online teaching standards
created by the International Association
of K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL).
Despite the rapid growth of both blend-

ed and online instruction, policy and access
barriers continue to hold back the creation
of new online education programs in many
states, the report says.

Funding, too, is an issue. For instance,
the report notes that Delaware had operat-
ed a statewide virtual school for 18 months,
but the project lost its funding after the
2008-09 school year, and there are no
longer any major opportunities for online
instruction in the state.

Aseparate report from the U.S. Distance
Learning Association, released in early
November, cited accreditation rules, teacher
licensing requirements, and other policies
as barriers to the continued growth of on-
line instruction. 

Growth of online learning continues, though unevenly
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Video to be a key part of student teacher evaluation
Reflecting a new trend, future teachers must show, not just tell, their skills
From staff and wire reports

Standing at the edge of a pond sur-
rounded by her class of fourth-graders, stu-
dent teacher Jasmine Zeppa filled a buck-
et with brown water and lectured her pupils
on the science of observing and recording
data. Many of the children seemed more
interested in nearby geese, a passing jog-
ger, and the crunchy leaves underfoot.

Zeppa’s own professor from St.
Catherine University stood nearby and
recorded video of it all.

“I think it went as well as it possibly
could have, given her experience,” said the
professor, Susan Gibbs Goetz. Her snap
review: The 25-year-old Zeppa could have
done a better job holding the students’ at-
tention, but she did well building on past
lessons.

Under a new teacher evaluation system
being tested in 19 states, evaluators will
watch video clips of student teachers de-
livering lessons in their classroom, and
candidates must show that they can pre-
pare a lesson, tailor it to students of dif-
ferent abilities, and present it effectively.

Most states only require that student
teachers pass their class work and a writ-
ten test. Supporters of the new Teacher
Performance Assessment system say it’s a
significant improvement in teacher eval-

uation, while others are a little more cau-
tious in their praise—warning that it’s not
guaranteed to lead to more successful
teachers.

The assessments also place responsi-
bility for grading student teachers with
teams of outside evaluators who have no
stake in the result. Currently, teachers-in-
training are evaluated by their teaching col-
leges, which want their student teachers to
get their teaching licenses.

“It’s a big shift that the whole country
is going through,” said Misty Sato, a
University of Minnesota education pro-
fessor who is helping to adapt the assess-
ments for Minnesota. 

Minnesota is expected to be the first
state to implement the new teacher evalu-
ation system when it adopts the system in
2012. Four other states—Massachusetts,
Ohio, Tennessee, and Washington—plan
to implement it within five years. Fourteen
more states are running pilots.

The teacher evaluation program is a
joint project by a consortium made up of
Stanford University, the American
Association of Colleges for Teacher
Education (AACTE), and the Council of
Chief State School Officers.

Sharon P. Robinson, president of the
AACTE, an umbrella group for teaching
colleges that specialize in training student

teachers, said the teacher evaluation sys-
tem will mean better teachers—and ulti-
mately more successful students.

The assessment was developed at
Stanford’s Center for Assessment,
Learning, and Equity. Ray Pecheone, the
center’s executive director, said more than
12,000 teaching candidates have gone
through it in four years of testing in
California.

California and Arizona are the only
states that currently require performance
testing to license teachers. Two of
California’s three different performance
tests use video review. The third California
test and the one in Arizona require evalu-
ators to sit in classrooms and observe the
student teachers.

Karen Balmer, executive director of the
Minnesota Board of Teaching, said the as-
sessments will mean more accountability
for teaching colleges. For the first time, she
said, her agency will have independent
data that show how well teaching colleges
are preparing student teachers. 

Balmer said the student teachers will
pay some of the cost of the new program—
probably around the $70 they now pay for
the written test in Minnesota. At least ini-
tially, student teachers will take both tests,
but Balmer said the state might consider
dropping the written test in the future.

Students that fare poorly on the teacher
evaluation assessments likely would be re-
quired to retake them. If they do not test
again, some student teachers still could get
a Minnesota teaching license if their teach-
ing college determines there were special
circumstances—such as if the student was
ill—and recommends licensure, Balmer
said.

Tom Dooher, president of the
Minnesota’s teachers union, said the group
supports the new teacher evaluation sys-
tem because of its emphasis on develop-
ing real-world teaching skills. “This is
what education reform should look like,
for practitioners by practitioners,” he said.

Others are taking a wait-and-see atti-
tude about the program.

Sandi Jacobs, vice president of the non-
partisan National Council on Teacher
Quality, said she would support any test
that could predict who will be a good
teacher, but she’s not sure performance as-
sessments are it. Too often, she said, the
passing scores on such assessments are set
so low that nearly everyone passes and the
weakest teachers aren’t held back.

Zeppa said the process making her a
better teacher, even if it can be painful.

“It’s nerve-racking, the idea that every
mistake you make is on film,” she said.

From staff and wire reports

Eight states are beginning a national
pilot program to transform teacher educa-
tion and preparation to emphasize far more
in-field, intensive training—as is common
practice in medical schools.

“Teaching, like medicine, is a profes-
sion of practice,” said State University of
New York Chancellor Nancy Zimpher, who
is co-chairwoman of the expert panel that
released a report on the recommended
changes Nov. 16 in Washington, D.C.
“Making clinical preparation the center-
piece of teacher education will transform
the way we prepare teachers.”

The pilot program—developed by K-12
and higher-education officials, along with
teachers unions, to improve instruction—
is being rolled out in California, Colorado,
Louisiana, Maryland, New York, Ohio,
Oregon, and Tennessee. The states agreed
to implement the recommendations of the
Blue Ribbon Panel on Clinical Preparation
and Partnerships for Improved Student
Learning, created by the National Council
for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE).

Instead of exposing student teachers to
varied classroom experiences at the end of
their academic pursuit, the new system
would put student teachers into classrooms
earlier and more often. It could include
rounds, similar to the system used in teach-
ing hospitals in which mentors provide con-
stant critiques to students in real-life situa-
tions.

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan
told the Nov. 16 gathering, which was we-
bcast nationally, that too many colleges

stress theory with too little classroom time.
“There is little or no accountability for

turning out effective teachers,” Duncan
said, calling for “outcome-based” reviews
of teacher education programs. “It is time
to start holding teacher preparation pro-
grams far more accountable for the impact
of their graduates on student learning and
achievement.”

The expert panel also recommends more
online and video demonstrations, as well
as case-study analysis by teachers. Video
evaluations of teachers-in-training already
are being tested in 19 states (see below).

“This is huge, a real turning point,”
Zimpher told the Associated Press.

She said the new model will “turn
teacher education upside down” and could
be in colleges within two years. And in
states with pilot programs, the first elements
likely will be in place beginning in the fall
2011 semester.

States with pilot programs will work
with school districts and their regional
teacher colleges, with an emphasis on im-
proving instruction in high-need, low-in-
come urban and rural districts.

The reform would make teacher edu-
cation and continuing education a shared
responsibility of schools and universities.

“NCATE’s call for prospective teachers
to receive more clinical experience is a
smart first step in a profession that sees
nearly half of teachers exit in their first five
years of teaching,” said Randi Weingarten,
president of the American Federation of
Teachers.

“The recommendation that teacher ed-
ucation programs work more collabora-
tively with school districts will help ensure

that teacher preparation and
hiring are more closely
aligned to the needs of com-
munities. Other recommen-
dations—from establishing
new research standards to
revamping higher-education
staffing and instruction—
also will help upgrade and
update teacher education
programs.”

In yet another sign of
shakeup in the teacher edu-
cation process, NCATE and
the Teacher Education
Accreditation Council
(TEAC) said they’re in the
process of consolidating to
form a new accrediting
body: the Council for the Accreditation of
Educator Preparation (CAEP). 

CAEP’s goals include raising the qual-
ity of teaching in the nation’s K-12 schools,
as well as creating high accountability stan-
dards for teacher colleges.

A14-member Joint Design Team, com-
posed of equal numbers of NCATE and
TEAC leaders, met frequently during the
past two years to develop the groups’ con-
solidation plan. During a two-year transi-
tion period, the Joint Design Team will
function as the interim CAEP board of di-
rectors. The president of TEAC, Frank B.
Murray, will chair this board; the presi-
dent of NCATE, James G. Cibulka, will be-
come CAEP’s president and CEO.

The interim CAEP board will select the
initial CAEP board when consolidation is
complete, but the chair and president will
remain in office.

“We have not approached our task as
merely unifying NCATE and TEAC with
the least possible change to two accredit-
ing systems that are already quite similar,”
says a joint statement by Cibulka and
Murray. “Rather, we have set a much more
ambitious goal: to create a model unified
accreditation system” for ensuring high-
quality teacher education.

Panel aims to turn teacher education ‘upside down’
Pilot program to make teacher education more like medical training is headed to eight states
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From staff and wire reports

North Carolina is on track to becoming
the first U.S. state to offer Microsoft certi-
fication and training in every high school.

The state’s Department of Public
Instruction announced Nov. 15 that the
Microsoft ITAcademy will give students
real-world technology skills from a glob-
ally recognized brand name.

North Carolina students are able to
earn certification as a Microsoft Office
Specialist or a Microsoft Certified
Professional by completing the academy's
coursework and passing exams.

About three dozen North Carolina high

schools are using the IT Academy pro-
gram now. Another 20 school districts will
test the program in high schools begin-
ning in January. State school officials ex-
pect all of the state's 628 public high
schools to participate beginning next fall.

“In today’s economy, providing the
Microsoft ITAcademy to high schools just
makes sense,” said state Superintendent of
Public Instruction June Atkinson. “The abil-
ity to effectively use Microsoft Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, and Access is an es-
sential skill in most businesses and offices
today.”

The Microsoft IT Academy supports
technology education for students, teach-

ers, and other school professionals. The pro-
gram includes access to online learning
content, official Microsoft course materi-
als, instructor resources, and support ma-
terials that include lesson plans, software
licenses, and professional certifications.

“The course is comprised of multiple
lessons that are geared to all types of
learning styles,” said James Hardy, career
technical educator for Leesville Road
High School. “There are virtual notes,
video lessons, interactive activities, lab
activities, self-tests, and more.”

Students can work at home, even if
they do not have Microsoft Office soft-
ware at home or at a library, by using their

Windows Live accounts. 
There are currently 9,000 program par-

ticipants in more than 100 countries, and
the North Carolina school system’s adop-
tion of the Microsoft IT Academy pro-
gram is the largest in the world to date.

The North Carolina Department of
Public Instruction is recommending that
all state high schools use the Microsoft IT
Academy curriculum in teaching their stu-
dents Computer Applications I, a course
in the Career and Technical Education
Standard Course of Study, by fall 2011.

Bob Gantt, director of career and tech-
nical education for North Carolina’s
Guilford County Schools, said feedback
about the program has been very positive
so far from both teachers and students.

“Wherever possible, Guilford County
Schools’Career and Technical Education
tries to provide our students with a learn-
ing experience that reflects current stan-
dards and practices in industry.  Certainly,
this partnership allows us to do just that
at a time when budgets are being reduced
in many areas,” he said.

“We feel [the certification] gives our
students an edge as they seek either part-
time or full-time employment.  Microsoft
certification also provides benefits for our
local employers, helping them identify
candidates that possess proven skills and
reducing the training required after em-
ployment,” he explained.

Some observers, however, have ques-
tioned whether it’s appropriate for a
state’s public education system to provide
instruction and certification around a sin-
gle company’s technology. 

“Once a precedent has been set,
schools should be prepared to evaluate
any proposal brought to them regarding
certification options for their students
with the same rubric they used when de-
ciding if the Microsoft certification is a
valuable learning option for their stu-
dents,” said Jim Hirsch, assistant super-
intendent for technology at the Plano
Independent School District in Texas.

Marc Liebman, superintendent of the
Berryessa Union School District in
California, said North Carolina should be
open to forming other partnerships with
technology companies as well, but he sees
nothing wrong with what the state has
done so far.

“I think this is a great partnership for
those students who have an interest,”
Liebman said. “The logic of not having
Microsoft because you don’t have other op-
tions is faulty. That is like saying that you
could not accept a free Ford for drivers’ed-
ucation because you don’t have a Chevy. I
think getting Microsoft into the system will
stimulate others to want to join in to help get
more people certified in more areas. If the
students are willing to put in the time, give
them as many options as possible. If only
Microsoft comes to the table, welcome them.
If others want in, too, let them.”

N.C. students offered Microsoft certification course
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Twice a week, Randy takes the school
bus to his local school. On the bus, Randy
and his friends talk about what they think
the day will bring, what they’ll learn, and
they look forward to hanging out with their
other friends. Randy says he’s interested in
helping the school become the best it can
be, and thanks to Principal William
Sprankles, Ohio’s Princeton High School
makes it possible for Randy to be himself
and make a difference.

What makes Randy Wilhelm stand out
from other kids at school is that he’s got
kids of his own—and he’s also the CEO
of netTrekker, maker of an educational
search tool.

Wilhelm is part of a new initiative at the
Ohio high school not only to spur com-
munity support for education, but also to
help kids learn critical life skills that will
serve them well beyond graduation.

This group initiative is unique in that it
involves every one of the 1,700 racially-
diverse students at Princeton High School,
and it lasts for all four years of their school
experience. It also includes school staff oth-
er than teachers, such as janitors and the
cafeteria crew.

The initiative began as part of Sprankles’
mission to help his students and teachers bet-
ter connect with one another. Even though
Princeton High has a diverse student body—
around 60 percent of its students are African-
American, 33 percent are Caucasian, 20 per-
cent have a disability, and 50 percent receive
free or reduced-price lunches—many stu-
dents said they didn’t have a chance to get
to know their peers of different races or back-
grounds, and many teachers had never taught
a diverse mix of students.

During the 2009-10 school year,
Sprankles established various opportuni-
ties to let his students, whom he calls his
“customers,” speak freely about how they
felt the school should be improved.

That’s why, with the approval of the
school board and staff, he created CORE
(Creating Opportunities for Relationship
Enrichment)—an initiative he says is built
upon the values of meaningful relation-
ships, celebrating diversity, and collective
ownership.

It’s also about looking beyond gradua-
tion rates and focusing on teaching kids the
life skills they’ll need to succeed after high
school—life skills such as introspection,
goal-setting, conflict resolution, and time
management.

“We have the highest graduation rate for
African-American males in the state [98
percent], but that’s not enough,” Sprankles
said. “Students need skills beyond gradu-
ating. Another purpose of CORE is to fig-
ure out how we can get the other two per-
cent to graduate. It’s about every student,
not just some.”

“I was so impressed with the quality of
leadership that was in this school after just
my first meeting with Mr. Sprankles and
the staff,” said netTrekker’s Wilhelm.
“They’re the kind of people who will put
everything on the line for their kids; their
conviction really sets them apart.”

Wilhelm said his relationship with

Princeton High began when he drove past
the school every day and wondered why
his product wasn’t used in the school. One
day, he decided to go and see what could
be done—after all, it was “the neighbor-
hood school,” he said.

After meeting with Sprankles and his
staff and hearing about their mission to help
students connect with different people and
learn critical life skills, Wilhelm knew he
wanted to be part of their work.

When Wilhelm told his staff about the
work at Princeton, asked for volunteers, and
emphasized that helping the students there
would be a long-term commitment, because
many kids have “enough short-term com-
mitment in their lives.” Ninety-three percent
of netTrekker’s local staff—or 65 people—
said they would volunteer twice a week.

Because the staff volunteers their time
during company hours, Wilhelm estimates
that the company spends roughly $500,000
to help these students flourish—a price he
says is worth it, not just to see kids suc-
ceed and receive the community support
they need, but also ultimately secure
America’s future.

“Every business has employees, and the
business is concerned with the general lack
of job and career readiness of high school
and college graduates. There is a direct con-
nection between the quality of our educa-
tion today and the fortitude of our econo-
my tomorrow,” Wilhelm said. 

How CORE works
To help students and teachers better get

to know one another, Sprankles and his staff
developed an algorithm that divided stu-
dents equitably by all four grade levels, with
the intent that each CORE group would stay
together, and with the same adults, until stu-
dents graduate.

Using the demographics on the school’s
report card, every teacher has about 16 stu-
dents in his or her CORE class: four seniors,
four juniors, four sophomores, and four
freshmen. About seven to nine of these stu-
dents are black, five or six are white, two
or three are Hispanic, two or three have dis-
abilities, and half come from low-income
households. Most CORE classes have at
least one student whose English proficien-
cy is limited.

Altogether, there are 100 CORE class-
es, and Sprankles said one of the school’s

biggest accomplishments is the active
CORE participation of secretaries, para-
professionals, and even security monitors.

The CORE classes last about 22 min-
utes each day, and topics and projects are
based on the Effective Schools Model,
which is an organizational model for
schools based on 40 years of research.
Princeton High uses six of the seven cor-
relates of this model: (1) clear and focused
mission, (2) frequent monitoring of student
progress, (3) safe and orderly environment,
(4) opportunity to learn and time-on-task,
(5) high expectations, and (6) positive
home-school community relations.

Because students only have a limited
about of time in CORE classes for pro-
jects or competitions, the school created a
structure featuring a weekly topic that is
connected to or driven by the purpose of
each correlate.

CORE classes are based on a six-week
cycle, with each week emphasizing a dif-
ferent correlate of the Effective Schools
Model. The schedule looks like this:

• Week 1 (Mission): Getting to know you;
relationship games and activities; team-
building activities.

• Week 2 (Safe & Orderly Schools):
Conflict resolution.

• Week 3 (Frequent Monitoring of Student
Progress): Setting my academic goals
for first semester.

• Week 4 (Opportunity to Learn, Time-
On-Task): Organizational skills and time
management at home and during the
school week.

• Week 5 (High Expectations): Building
a four-year success plan beyond high
school.

• Week 6 (Positive Home-School
Relations): “Where I Come From”
poem; my family values.
There are six correlates and 36 weeks in

a year, and each correlate is discussed about
six times per year.

One activity that struck the CEO was
the “Where I Come From” poem. Each stu-
dent writes two lines of poetry about where
he or she comes from, then all the lines are
joined together to make a complete poem
that represents the students in the group.

“It’s heart-wrenching to read and to hear
these students read…it really opens your
eyes to these kids’struggles,” Wilhelm said.

“You really get a sense of who your stu-

dent body is, and what they’re going
through,” said Sprankles. 

Another major project for CORE
classes involves designing a smart-phone
app. Each group will work together to de-
sign the app, as well as propose an action
plan for marketing. Out of the 100 pro-
posals, the school will narrow them down
to the top five to 10, and then the students
will vote on their favorite. The winning
group, with the help of netTrekker, will
have its app built and put to market for 99
cents. All proceeds from the sale of the
app will go to Princeton High’s
“Innovation Fund.”

“These kids, for the most part, have
spent the last nine to 12 years of their lives
in school; they probably have a better un-
derstanding of what works than we do,”
said Sprankles.

Not just fluff
Already, Sprankles said, teachers have

noticed an improvement in student GPAs,
and they believe it’s a result of the CORE
classes.

While the evaluation has been informal,
because CORE is only in its first year of
implementation, Princeton High adminis-
trators looked at the average GPAof CORE
groups (3.0) when CORE first started, and
they compared the average in-progress re-
ports and report cards since the program’s
inception. According to Sprankles, the av-
erage has increased slightly.

“CORE gives students the time to re-
flect, and that’s important,” he said. “Most
schools have to manage time and mandates
with little time for reflection. But CORE
allows these students introspection and the
resources to set goals.”

Sprankles said student disciplinary in-
fractions also have dropped as a result of
the CORE classes.

“Some activities have not gone as well
as I thought, and some have done even bet-
ter than I thought,” said Sprankles. “Not all
students embraced CORE at first, and some
are still struggling with it, but that’s the
whole point of doing it. Change isn’t going
to happen overnight, and we don’t expect
it to, but it will happen eventually, it’s just
a matter of time.”

For other schools looking to create
something similar, Sprankles said the key
to success is to involve the students.

“So often in education, we [adults] love
to talk with each other about what is best
for the students,” he said. “We often for-
get the importance and value of taking time
to ask the customer [students] for their in-
put and their perspective and what their 
vision is.” eSN

PracticesBest 
Students, ed-tech company form unique partnership
CORE program boosts community support, teaches students essential life skills

Linda Dimarco’s CORE class celebrates school Spirit Day by wearing red.
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From staff and wire reports

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
has reached a civil settlement with
Hewlett-Packard Co. (HP) for alleged e-
Rate fraud, following an extensive in-
vestigation by the DOJ and the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), the
two agencies said Nov. 10.

Acting on tips from whistleblowers,
the FCC and the DOJ investigated alle-
gations that contractors working with HP
and other companies lavished gifts on
Dallas Independent School District and
Houston Independent School District per-
sonnel in order to get e-Rate contracts that
included some $17 million in HP equip-
ment.

According to the allegations, contrac-
tors working with HP provided meals and
entertainment—including trips on a yacht
and tickets to the 2004 Super Bowl—to
school district officials to get inside in-
formation and win e-Rate contracts that
were supposed to be awarded through a
competitive-bidding process.

“Broadband is key to our children’s
21st-century education,” said FCC
Chairman Julius Genachowski. “That’s
why one of the FCC’s top priorities is
making sure [the] e-Rate works to bene-
fit students and libraries. Today’s settle-
ment shows the extensive efforts of the
FCC and DOJ to protect the e-Rate pro-
gram from waste, fraud, and abuse and
to deter misconduct in the future.”

As part of the settlement, HP has
agreed to pay the government $16.25 mil-
lion, most of which will be returned to the
e-Rate program, which provides discounts
of up to 90 percent of the cost of telecom-
munications service and internet access
to eligible schools and libraries. (Some of
the money also will go to the whistle-
blowers in the case.) In addition, the FCC
has negotiated and will oversee a com-
pliance agreement with HP that will en-
sure the company plays by the e-Rate pro-
gram’s rules in the future.

“The FCC’s compliance agreement
with HP ensures that HP will train its em-
ployees thoroughly on the FCC’s gift
[guidelines] and other e-Rate rules, and
[the agreement] provides for audits of
HP’s e-Rate business,” said Austin
Schlick, general counsel of the FCC. “If
HP fails to monitor its e-Rate activities
closely and abide by e-Rate program re-
quirements, it will face substantial penal-
ties.”

The FCC has taken steps to guard
against this kind of misconduct in the fu-
ture. In September, the agency adopted an
order that bolsters and clarifies its prohi-
bition against e-Rate applicants soliciting
or receiving gifts and against service
providers offering or providing gifts. The
FCC also articulated new rules to ensure
a fair and competitive bidding process.

The investigations into alleged e-Rate
fraud in the Dallas and Houston school
systems go back at least five years, when
the Dallas Independent School District
placed Ruben Bohuchot, then its top tech-
nology administrator, on administrative
leave for his frequent use of a luxury fish-
ing vessel owned by a Houston-based
contractor holding hundreds of millions
of dollars in e-Rate contracts with the 
district.

Bohuchot was indicted in 2007 on
charges of taking nearly $950,000 in il-
legal gifts and cash in exchange for steer-
ing at least $120 million in contracts to
Micro System Enterprises, owned by
Houston businessman Frankie Wong.
Bohuchot was convicted in 2008 and re-
ceived an 11-year prison sentence; Wong
received a 10-year sentence.

Allegations of wrongdoing in the
Houston Independent School District did
not result in any criminal charges, but the
district did get slapped with an $850,000
fine and lost tens of millions of dollars in

e-Rate funding. The DOJ accused
Houston ISD of violating the e-Rate’s
competitive-bidding rules and in 2006
froze the district’s access to e-Rate fund-
ing. Houston ISD finally settled the case
with the federal government in March.

As part of its settlement, Houston ISD
agreed to implement monitoring software
to ensure that district employees abide by
federal e-Rate compliance rules. District
e-Rate Compliance Manager Richard
Patton said the district will pay almost
$8,000 a year for the service, which offi-
cials hope will keep HISD from missing

out on additional e-Rate funding as a re-
sult of program violations.

HP agrees to $16M settlement in e-Rate fraud case
Justice Department says HP benefited from contracts won in exchange for gifts
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Education Secretary Arne Duncan told
school officials Nov. 17 to look at saving
money in their districts by increasing pro-
ductivity. Duncan spoke at an American
Enterprise Institute event called “Bang for
the Buck in Schooling,” and he warned
that schools will “have to face the chal-
lenge of doing more with less.”

“It’s time to start treating the problem
of productivity as an opportunity,” said

Duncan. He called the current crisis af-
fecting school budgets “the new normal,”
suggesting that education leaders should
get used to tighter school budgets and
should adjust their practices accordingly.

“The strategy is to pare back less-than-es-
sential costs while minimizing the effect on
children,” said Duncan. He suggested low-
ering textbook costs by using more digital or
open-access materials, consolidating bus
routes, and reducing office personnel as ways
for districts to cut back on spending.

“My hope is that the new normal will
encourage all of us to explore productive
alternatives to the old way of doing things,”
he said.

Duncan spoke of high-cost money-
wasters, such as the millions of dollars spent
on remedial education. He told the crowd
that ed tech can be a wise investment, say-
ing that it “gives each person the tools they
need to be successful and reduce[s] wast-
ed time, energy, and money.”

“It is important to remember that boost-

ing productivity may actually cost more
money [in the short term]. The government
may have to spend more money now to
get a return on that investment,” he said.

Duncan did not rule out the possibility
of class size increases, saying it might be a
way for districts to save money.

“Districts could vary class size by sub-
ject matter or skill of the teacher, or through
the use of part-time staff,” he said.

He noted that many high-performing
schools in Asia have far larger class sizes
than those in the United States, and he said
school districts might want to weight mod-
est increases in class sizes against the loss
of music and other arts programs.

He also discussed the pay boost that
teachers who hold master’s degrees receive,
and he suggested a change in how schools
should value these instructors . 

“Districts today pay $8 billion every
year to teachers because they have a mas-
ter’s degree, even though there’s little evi-
dence that teachers with master’s degrees
improve education—with the exception
of those who have master's degrees in math
and science,” said Duncan. He suggested
that schools spend the energy finding out
who the best teachers are and work on re-
warding and retaining them instead.

Duncan’s major point was to keep the
cuts in school budgets from affecting stu-
dent learning.

“Keeping the cuts out of the classroom
as much as possible is hugely important,”
Duncan said. “We’re at a point where, fi-
nancially, we have to put these tough issues
on the table.”

Duncan also said that the current mod-
el most schools are using is based on the
century-old factory model of education and
is obviously not working. He encouraged
schools to work with students on an indi-
vidual basis, with the help of ed-tech tools,
to keep students who don’t need them out
of special-education programs and to pre-
vent remedial education.

“The alternative is simply to do less with
less, and that is fundamentally unaccept-
able,” said Duncan.

Duncan: Technology can help cut education costs
Ed secretary calls budget crisis ‘the new normal,’ urges schools to change how they operate
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From staff and wire reports

Net neutrality apparently isn’t dead af-
ter all: Federal regulators are moving ahead
with a plan to prohibit phone and cable
companies from blocking or discriminat-
ing against internet traffic flowing over their
broadband networks, despite Republican
opposition to the plan in Congress.

Julius Genachowski, chairman of the
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC), outlined his proposal for so-called
“net neutrality” rules in a speech on Dec. 1.

Despite Republican opposition,
Genachowski planned to bring his propos-
al to a vote by the full commission before

the end of the year; many observers thought
this was unlikely to happen after
Republicans seized control of the House in
the November elections. 

Net-neutrality rules have been among
Genachowski’s priorities since he took over
the FCC more than a year ago.

Many big internet companies, such as
search leader Google Inc. and calling ser-
vice Skype, as well as public-interest groups
and some education organizations, insist reg-
ulations are needed to ensure broadband
companies don’t use their control over in-
ternet connections to dictate where con-
sumers can go and what they can do online.

But Genachowski has run into substan-

tial opposition from big phone and cable
companies, including AT&T Inc., Verizon
Communications Inc., and Comcast Corp.,
which argue that they should be allowed
to manage their networks as they see fit.

His new proposal would “culminate re-
cent efforts to find common ground” and
create “rules of the road to preserve the free-
dom and openness of the internet,” ac-
cording to an advance copy of his remarks.

The plan—which builds on a set of FCC
principles first established under the previ-
ous administration in 2005—would require
that broadband providers let subscribers ac-
cess all legal online content, applications, and
services over their wireline networks.

But it would give broadband providers
flexibility to manage their systems to deal
with problems such as network conges-
tion and unwanted traffic like spam, as long
as they publicly disclose their network man-
agement practices.

The proposal also would prohibit wire-
less carriers from blocking access to any
websites or competing applications such as
internet calling services on mobile devices,
and it would require them to disclose their
network management practices.

But it would give wireless carriers more
leeway to manage data traffic, because
wireless systems have more bandwidth
constraints than wired networks.

That provision is likely to draw fire from
public-interest groups, which argue that
wireless networks should have the same
protections as wired systems, particularly
as more and more Americans go online
using mobile devices.

In one key victory for the phone and ca-
ble companies, Genachowski’s proposal
would leave in place the FCC’s current reg-
ulatory framework for broadband, which
treats broadband as a lightly regulated “in-
formation service.”

The agency has been trying to come up
with a new framework since a federal ap-
peals court in April ruled that the FCC had
overstepped its existing authority in sanc-
tioning cable giant Comcast for discrimi-
nating against internet file-sharing traffic
on its network—violating the very net-neu-
trality principles that Genachowski now
hopes to adopt as formal rules.

Genachowski’s plan is based in large
part on a proposal that Rep. Henry
Waxman, D-Calif., the outgoing chairman
of the House Commerce Committee, tried
unsuccessfully to push in Congress sever-
al months ago.

Waxman, too, ran into opposition from
Republicans who warn that net-neutrality
rules amount to burdensome regulation that
would discourage broadband providers
from investing in their networks.

Supporters argue that net-neutrality rules
are critical to preserving an open internet
and ensuring that phone and cable compa-
nies cannot slow or block online phone
calls, web video, and other internet services
that compete with their core businesses.

Indeed, the online file-sharing service
blocked by Comcast was used in large part
to trade movies and other video over the in-
ternet. Net-neutrality proponents also want
rules to ensure that broadband companies
cannot favor their own online traffic or the
traffic of business partners that can pay for
priority access.

But the phone and cable companies in-
sist they need flexibility to manage network
traffic so high-bandwidth applications don’t
hog capacity and slow down their systems.
They also argue that after spending billions
to upgrade their lines for broadband, they
need to be able earn a healthy return by of-
fering premium services.

FCC to move ahead on net-neutrality rules
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From staff and wire reports

Apple Inc. released new software on
Nov. 22 that lets users of its iPhone, iPod
Touch, and iPad devices print wirelessly
over Wi-Fi networks. The software ad-
dresses what has been a key complaint
about the iPad to date—that users can’t
print their documents from the tablet—and
ed-tech observers say it could help spur
more widespread use of the device in
schools.

Apple first described some of the new
features in iOS 4.2, the latest operating sys-

tem for the Apple gadgets, at a media event
in September.

The iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad don’t
have ports for hooking up with printers,
which makes the AirPrint feature one of the
biggest advances for all of Apple’s gadgets.
With the new software, the gadgets can find
printers on home or school networks, then
send text, photos, or graphics directly to the
printer over Wi-Fi. To start, iPads, iPhones,
or iPods with AirPrint will only work directly
with certain Hewlett-Packard Co. printers.

The software update also includes
AirPlay, which lets iPhone, iPad, and iPod

Touch users send video, music, and pho-
tos directly from the gadgets to the TV
screen through the company’s Apple TV
set-top box. Apple also said special AirPlay-
enabled speakers for streaming music will
be on sale in the coming months.

In addition, Apple said it is making its
Find My iPhone application available with-
out charge for owners of the iPhone 4, the
iPad, and the latest iPod Touch model. The
app helps people find their missing device
on a map; users also can remotely lock or
delete data from a lost device, which could
help with data security on campus.

The update brings many features already
available for iPhones and the iPod Touch
to the iPad, including a form of multitask-
ing, or the ability to keep some programs
running in the background while doing oth-
er things. For example, users will be able
to start up the Pandora music program and
keep listening while switching to another
application. The update also makes switch-
ing between programs faster.

With the new software, iPad users also
can consolidate multiple eMail accounts
into one inbox, play games against other
Apple gadget owners, and rent TV episodes
from the iTunes app.

Users can download the new software
by syncing their devices with iTunes.

Ed-tech observers said the new software
is a significant upgrade that could help fur-
ther position the iPhone and iPad as in-
structional tools.

“This update is most welcome for those
who have iPhones, iPod Touches, and
iPads,” said Ray Schroeder, professor emer-
itus and director of the University of Illinois
at Springfield’s Center for Online Learning,
Research, and Service. “It will make a huge
difference to those of us who teach with these
tools. We had been using workarounds such
as dropbox.com to shift documents to other
devices for printing. With so many schools
and colleges providing iPads to students,
these upgrades will have an immediate im-
pact on teaching and learning.”

Schroeder said the top complaints he had
heard before Apple’s announcement were the
iPad’s lack of multitasking, lack of organiz-
ing folders, and inability to print documents.

“This puts the iPad once again at the head
of the ever-growing pack of tablet slates,”
he said. “[The new software] addresses near-
ly all of the concerns of educators at this
point; it really adds to the value and utility
of the iPad in the classroom.”

He said educators always welcome any
improvements that will enhance a device’s
accessibility for students or instructors with
disabilities—and toward that end, the new
Apple software’s “Braille support and voice
over keyboard control option are helpful.

Jim Hirsch, associate superintendent for
technology at the Plano Independent
School District in Texas, was more cautious
in his assessment of the new software and
its potential impact.

“Printing is a critical operation, as is
editing,” Hirsch said. “The printing is still
weak, with only support for a single HP
printer included, and Apple still is not pro-
viding [the ability] to allow full editing of
web-based applications. Fortunately,
Google decided to modify [its] Docs apps
rather than wait for Apple to include that
support in the new iOS.”

Still, Hirsch said, “this is a definite move
in the right direction for printing and holds
good promise for the future of the iPad
[and] iPhone” in schools.

Multitasking, wireless printing come to iPad
New software could help make iPhones, iPads more useful classroom tools
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From staff and wire reports

Students in the woodsy, working-class
Hector School District in Arkansas now
can look at more than the Ozark National
Forest in the two-plus hours they spend
on the school bus each day.

The Pope County district is partici-
pating in a new program for rural schools
that is believed to be the first of its kind:
It’s playing math and science content over
ceiling-mounted computer screens during

the lengthy bus rides back and forth from
school.

“To say we are rural is an understate-
ment,” Superintendent Karen Cushman
said, noting that more than 60 percent of the
600-student district is located in the Ozark
National Forest and that 75 percent of stu-
dents qualify for free or reduced lunch.

The district is working with Vanderbilt
University’s Aspirnaut Program to turn
the bus into a mobile classroom of sorts.
The program, founded by Arkansas na-

tive Billy Hudson,
works with rural
schools in Arkansas
and Maine to help edu-
cate students in science,
technology, engineer-
ing, and math.

The project aims to
engage students and
take advantage of the
fact that they’re a cap-
tive audience with few

distractions, said Cushman, who added:
“It’s hard to get students excited about
math and science when a teacher stands
up there to lecture.”

The upgraded, high-tech bus has five ceil-
ing-mounted screens that show math and sci-
ence content geared toward different age
groups during the long bus rides.

Younger students sit toward the front
of the bus, and older children sit in the
back. Each seat is equipped with head-
phones for the students. The program-
ming rotates daily and features videos
from PBS, NASA, the Discovery
Channel, and the Smithsonian Institution.

Officials say that showing educational
programs during commutes provides 10 ex-
tra hours of learning each week—the equiv-
alent of 12 class periods weekly.

Long bus rides are becoming more com-
mon nationwide as states force tiny school
districts and rural schools to consolidate in
the hopes of providing a better education
for students. While more educational op-
portunities are available at school, more and
more students spend hours on the bus each
day getting to campus.

Officials with the Aspirnaut Program
estimate that about 200 students in
Arkansas now ride buses that can provide
educational content. The program began
in 2007 in the Sheridan School District,
where students were given laptops and
iPods for their commutes on a school bus
equipped with wireless internet access. 

So far, Hector officials have noticed
one definite difference: The bus rides are
a lot quieter.

Bus driver Kenny Bull picks up his first
student at 6:42 a.m. each day and has all 50
students dropped off at the school by 8 a.m.
He’s used to writing up students for bad be-
havior on the lengthy bus rides, but since the
video screens were introduced, he hasn’t had
to reprimand anyone for acting out.

Younger students really get into the
programs, he said, although the math and
science content hasn’t entirely caught on
with high-school students, who are al-
lowed to use their cell phones on the bus.

“They like their iPods and mp3 play-
ers better,” Bull said.

High-tech school bus extends learning
Students from rural schools are shown math and science 
content on long bus rides home
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From staff and wire reports

The U.S. still faces a significant gap in
residential broadband use that breaks down
along incomes, education levels, and other
socio-economic factors, even as subscrip-
tions among American households overall
grew sevenfold between 2001 and 2009.

What’s more, even when controlling for
key socio-economic characteristics, the
U.S. continues to confront a racial gap in
residential broadband use, with non-
Hispanic white Americans and Asian-
Americans more likely to go online using
a high-speed connection than African-
Americans and Hispanics.

Those are some of the key conclusions
of a new analysis of Census data being re-
leased Nov. 8 by the Commerce
Department. It found that the percentage of
households that connect to the internet us-
ing broadband grew to 63.5 percent in 2009
from 9.2 percent in 2001, reflecting in-
creases across nearly all demographics.

The broadband access report—prepared
by the Commerce Department’s National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) and the Economics
and Statistics Administration—is based
on a Census survey of about 54,000 house-
holds conducted in October 2009.

The report provides some of the deep-

est analysis yet of trends in broadband use
within the United States. And it’s likely to
help guide Congress and the Federal
Communications Commission as they de-
velop policies to ensure that all Americans
have access to affordable high-speed in-
ternet service.

The analysis, said Lawrence Strickling,
head of the NTIA, shows that “there is no
single solution” to make this happen.

Among the major findings:
• 94.1 percent of households with income

exceeding $100,000 subscribed to
broadband in 2009, compared with 35.8
percent of households with income of
less than $25,000.

• 84.5 percent of households with at least
one college degree subscribed to
broadband last year, compared with
28.8 percent of households without a
high school degree.

• 77.3 percent of Asian-American house-
holds and 68 percent of non-Hispanic
white households subscribed to broad-
band last year, compared with 49.4 per-
cent of African-American households
and 47.9 percent of Hispanic households.

• 65.9 percent of urban households sub-
scribed to broadband in 2009, compared
with 51 percent of rural households.
Closing such gaps is a top priority for

the FCC, which released a sweeping na-
tional broadband plan filled with policy
proposals—including many education-re-
lated proposals—in March. The agency’s
top recommendations include tapping the
federal program that subsidizes telephone
service for poor and rural Americans to pay
for broadband, and unleashing more air-
waves for wireless connections.

Wireless broadband is seen as a partic-
ularly attractive option for bringing high-
speed connections to rural areas that might
be too sparsely populated to justify costly
landline networks.

At the same time, the NTIA and the
Rural Utilities Service, part of the
Agriculture Department, have been hand-
ing out roughly $7 billion in stimulus mon-
ey to pay for new broadband networks and
programs to get more Americans online.

Strickling stressed that one key chal-
lenge for policy makers lies in convincing
Americans who are not online of the ben-
efits of broadband use.

The Census data found that 38 percent
of Americans who don’t have broadband
access at home say they don’t subscribe be-
cause they don’t need it, while 26 percent
say it’s too expensive and only 4 percent
say it’s not available where they live.

An FCC survey last year reached many
of the same conclusions. It found that 35 per-
cent of Americans do not use broadband at
home, including 22 percent of adults who
do not use the internet at all. Of that 35 per-
cent, 36 percent say it is too expensive, while
19 percent do not see the internet as relevant
to their lives. Another 22 percent lack what
the FCC calls “digital literacy” skills.

To try to change such attitudes, the stim-
ulus program includes $250 million for pro-
jects to teach digital literacy skills and en-
courage broadband adoption, plus another
$200 million for public computer centers.

One surprising finding of the new
Commerce Department report is that
African-Americans and Hispanics lag be-
hind in broadband access even when con-
trolling for factors such as income and ed-
ucation. Although the data do not provide
an explanation for these numbers, Rebecca
Blank, under secretary for Economic
Affairs, believes it could reflect limited ex-
posure to the internet among certain racial
groups.

Report: Troubling gaps still exist in broadband use
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AAssssoocciiaattee  EEddiittoorr

The market for student information sys-
tems is undergoing tremendous change in
the wake of several recent ed-tech merg-
ers and acquisitions—and this trend has im-
portant implications for schools.

As large ed-tech companies swallow
up smaller providers of student informa-
tion systems, they are able to integrate
new features into these programs, result-
ing in a new breed of school software that
meets several needs of educators in a sin-
gle solution. For instance, student infor-
mation systems and learning management
systems traditionally have been viewed
as two separate software programs—but
today, they are merging in ways that al-
low educators to track student achieve-
ment and personalize the learning process,
all from the same system.

On the other hand, consolidation with-
in the ed-tech industry is leaving educa-
tors with fewer choices for their school soft-
ware providers.

One example of this consolidation is
Follett Software Corp.’s acquisition in
October of X2 Development Corp., maker
of a web-based student information system
called Aspen. And in November, global ed-
ucation giant Pearson bought The
Administrative Assistants Ltd. (aal), mak-
er of the eSIS web-based student informa-
tion system.

“The SIS market has been consolidat-
ing for some time,” said Suzanne
Holmquest, product marketing manager for
X2 Development Corp. “Follett Software
is setting the pace in terms of the integra-
tion of [student information systems with]
its other education platforms and applica-
tions. In the end, Follett’s acquisition of
Aspen is all about delivering the best solu-
tions for schools. Schools want integration,
access to critical data, and the tools to act
on decisions they make from [those] data.
Educators, meanwhile, desire a platform
that drives student achievement, puts the
student at the center, causes students to take
more responsibility for their learning, and
encourages excellent teaching.”

Aspen serves about 90 school districts
in the U.S. and abroad and is currently used
in seven states: Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Rhode Island.

Administrators in Florida’s Miami-Dade
County Public Schools use Aspen to make
scheduling easier for 116 schools. Another
component of Aspen is its Family Portal,
and Massachusetts’Bedford Public Schools
use the product to help with emergency no-
tification.

“We chose to open the Aspen Family
Portal to utilize contact verification work-
flows within the system,” said Ken Lord,
a network administrator for the district.
“Parents loved that they were able to veri-
fy, update, and submit their students’emer-
gency contact information electronically.
In addition to the contact information, par-
ents are viewing student schedules, as-
signed teachers, attendance, and more.”

For administrators and teachers in
Maryland’s Wicomico Country School
District, the simplification of grade-
keeping is what drew them to Aspen.

The district, which serves more than
14,500 students in 26 schools, has students
who are enrolled at one school but attend

a different school for one or more courses,
making grading a hassle.

The old SIS required these teachers to
maintain grades on paper and fax them to
the student’s primary school for input into
the gradebook at the end of the term. Feeder
schools couldn’t plan for the upcoming
year, because they couldn’t access incom-
ing students’ course requests until the end
of the year.

“Now, scheduling and the gradebook go
hand-in-hand,” said District Programmer
Paul Santoni. “The ability to schedule
across school has allowed our teacher to
utilize the gradebook functions properly.”

Aspen also offers special education/IEP
management, health management, and pro-
fessional development management as part
of its student information system.

Follett Software has been around since
1985 and has grown from a provider of li-
brary automation systems to an ed-tech
powerhouse that provides a full range of
school software. Its offerings now include:

• Destiny Library Manager, which helps
students find the resources they need;

• Destiny Textbook Manager, which helps
districts keep track of their textbooks, po-
tentially saving them hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in lost textbook costs;

• Destiny Asset Manager, which helps
track the other physical items a district
is responsible for;

• TetraData, a data warehousing and
analysis tool that transforms a district’s
data into usable information, providing
educators with information on how best
to improve student learning; and

• Cognite, a learning management system
that fosters collaboration and more per-
sonalized learning.
Follett Software said its acquisition of

X2’s Aspen will tie into Cognite, meaning
schools will have the option of getting a
student information system and a learning
management system in one package.

“With the acquisition of the Aspen SIS
platform, Follett Software believes it is now
ahead of the market because of its integra-
tion of key applications,” said Michael
Campbell, director of marketing for Follett
Software.

Campbell said a high-quality student in-
formation system is “flexible enough to
meet the administrative needs of schools
and districts and at the same time create a
bridge to what is required on the academ-
ic front in the classroom and at home. In
the end, districts want an effective, inte-
grated education platform, not administra-
tion and learning systems that do not talk
to each other.”

Pearson provides print and digital edu-
cational content for students in prekinder-
garten through college, as well as student
information systems, learning management
systems, professional development, career
certification programs, and testing and as-
sessments products.

Pearson’s student information systems
already support about 11 million students,
but its acquisition of aal extends its SIS
market reach to more than 15 million stu-
dents. aal also serves an international mar-
ket: eSIS-JX is the Java version of eSIS and
is currently deployed in Abu Dhabi.

Pearson’s current SIS, called
PowerSchool, can be purchased as a stand-
alone product or can be extended with the
Pearson K12 Learning Suite. The K12

Learning Suite allows Pearson customers
to grow their SIS to include learning man-
agement, assessment, reporting, data ana-
lytics, and content management.

“It changed our whole culture,” said
Aaron Bryan, ed-tech director for New
Jersey’s South Brunswick Township
School District, referring to using the many
facets of PowerSchool.

In this 9,100-student district with 10
schools, teachers use the SIS to input
grades from school or home, and admin-
istrators can keep up with evolving state
and federal reporting requirements with
PowerSchool’s report-building tools.

The SIS also has a parent portal and
online community-focused web site for
support, services, downloads, and training.

“At Pearson, we are seeing the lines blur
between an LMS and an SIS,” said Brent
Bingham, vice president of product strategy
for Pearson’s School Systems group. “While
historically [the SIS] has included items like
grades, attendance, [and] schedules, … we
are seeing that expand much further to in-
clude [Response to Intervention], links to
content, online learning, and more.”

Bingham said today’s student infor-
mation systems must “seamlessly link to
all other systems in the school or district
to assist the educators and administra-
tors in making informed decisions about
each student.”

The line between student information
systems and learning management systems
will continue to blur in the future, he added.
An SIS that will deliver more learning man-
agement functionality will become a re-
quirement as educators look to harness the
power of all of the systems they have im-
plemented in their district.

“The future is all about the integration
of best-of-breed applications that schools
need to be successful,” said X2’s Holmquest.
“SIS platforms may transform as schools
look more and more at the total education
picture, as opposed to the individual pieces.
[Student information systems] started with
a green screen, a database, and a few front-
office users. Those days are gone; the fu-
ture is about the support of all school stake-
holders, administrators, support staff,
teachers, parents, and students.”

Student information systems have be-
come vital tools for driving student in-
struction and spurring improvement. Sixty-
nine percent of districts use their SIS as their
primary No Child Left Behind reporting
tool, said Lee Wilson, chief executive of
PCI Education and author of a 2009 mar-
ket report on SIS software.

“[Pearson’s] purchase of aal is a major

move in the space, because aal has the most
mature integration of SIS and data ware-
housing capabilities of any SIS in the mar-
ket that I’m aware of,” said Wilson. “While
SIS penetration is over 98 percent, data ware-
housing is in less than 40 percent of the dis-
tricts in the U.S. This gives Pearson a huge
edge over others who have to conduct big
systems integration projects to connect their
SIS to a data warehouse. ... By having both
systems seamlessly integrated, aal has been
able to offer robust data management and
data mining in one package. This is what
federal guidelines are leaning toward these
days.”

The deal also is significant, said Wilson,
because sales and marketing were not a par-
ticular strength of aal, and this limited its
reach into the market. 

“With Pearson’s marketing muscle be-
hind [aal], we are probably going to see sig-
nificantly more of [the company] in the com-
ing years,” Wilson said. “To get a sense of
what this means, 25 percent of IT directors
were aware of PowerSchool, but only 5 per-
cent were aware of aal. Even a newcomer
like Infinite Campus was over 10 percent
awareness. aal’s awareness is, in fact, almost
identical to [its] market penetration—6 per-
cent as defined by students served.”

With its acquisition of aal, Pearson now
holds 34 percent of the SIS market.

“My guess, and that is all it is, is that
Pearson is eyeing statewide implementa-
tions with aal,” said Wilson. “It is one of
the few systems out there capable of scal-
ing to that level, as [has already been done]
in North Carolina.” 

Wilson continued: “There have been
noises coming out of the states that this is a
direction they are going to head in both to
save money and to create greater consisten-
cy of data. ... When every district has [its]
own system, it can be a real challenge to in-
tegrate the data at the state level with any
confidence that you are really seeing apples
to apples. Centralizing system administra-
tion should, in theory, also reduce costs, but
at the expense of local control and cus-
tomization.”
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Pearson owns not just PowerSchool, but also eSIS after buying its maker, aal.
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ED releases final version of National Ed-Tech Plan
For technology to transform education, schools must fundamentally change how they operate 
Jenna Zwang
AAssssiissttaanntt  EEddiittoorr

The final version of the new National
Educational Technology Plan includes a
focus on individualized instruction and
connectivity, and U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan said meeting the
plan’s goals will help the nation’s students
enter college and the workforce prepared
to compete on a global level.

Duncan unveiled the final version at the
State Educational Technology Directors
Association (SETDA) Education Forum
on Nov. 9, about eight months after the fed-
eral Education Department (ED) issued a
first draft of the plan and solicited com-
ments from ed-tech stakeholders.

“If we accomplish all of these goals,
we’ll have realized the advance potential
for technology to prepare students for suc-
cess in the internationally competitive,
knowledge-based economy,” Duncan said.

Duncan outlined the five main goals
covered in the plan:

• Using educational technology to fun-
damentally change the learning
process by making it more engaging
and tailored to individual student
needs and interests;

• Using ed-tech to develop a new gen-
eration of assessments;

• Connecting teachers with their peers
and experts so they are always up-to-
date on the resources available to them;

• Building infrastructure that lets schools
support access to technology in and out
of the classroom; and

• Harnessing the power of educational
technology to increase school district
productivity and student achievement.

Duncan noted that the federal Race to
the Top program is supporting the creation
of next-generation assessments in more
than 40 states. These new assessments will
be aligned with the Common Core stan-
dards in English and math, and they will
take advantage of technology’s power to
deliver instant results that more accurately
reflect students’ abilities. He expressed
hope that the new assessments, which are
expected to be ready by the 2014-15 school
year, will let teachers develop individual-
ized learning plans for their students.

“I am convinced these new assessments
will be an absolute game changer for pub-
lic education,” Duncan said. “For the first
time, millions of school children, parents,
and teachers will really know if students
are on track for college or careers—[and]
if they’re ready to enter college without the
need for remedial instruction.”

Duncan said many schools have yet
to realize educational technology’s true
potential to transform learning into a more
personalized and productive process. He
also said ed tech will never replace the
need for great teachers.

In the last 15 years alone, Duncan said,
technology has revolutionized how we
communicate and do business—but it has-
n’t yet transformed education in the same
way. The key lesson schools should take
from the business world, he said, is that
technology's true power is unleashed only
when organizations fundamentally change
their processes. For the most part, we
haven't changed how our schools function,
he explained, noting that education systems
need to make changes such as moving from
measuring seat time to competency.

Duncan set a deadline for meeting the
ed-tech plan’s five goals by 2015, which
he termed “ambitious.”

However, he told SETDA attendees
that “this is no time to think small—the
sense of urgency is too great.”

That urgency is magnified by the fact
that the United States no longer leads the
world in the number of college graduates
as a percentage of population.

“Just one generation ago, we led the
world with college graduates. But while
we’ve stagnated, we’ve flatlined, other
countries have simply passed us by. Today,
we’ve fallen to ninth. This is unaccept-
able; this is not who we should be as a
country,” said Duncan.

He also addressed SETDA members’
concerns about ed-tech funding in
President Obama’s 2011 budget propos-
al, which would combine the largest sin-
gle source of federal funding for educa-
tional technology equipment and training
into a larger grant program.

“What we want to see is technology in-
tegrated into everything we’re doing. …
Everything we’re doing, we want tech-
nology to be a piece of that,” Duncan said.
“So it won’t be that one pot [of dedicated
ed-tech funding], which makes it a little
harder, but if you look at this huge op-
portunity we have, we’ve never had so
much discretionary funding.”

Duncan also talked about the need for
more access to educational technology.

“We want to focus on closing the dig-
ital divide by increasing community and
home access, in addition to access at
schools,” Duncan said. He said ED has
been working with other agencies in

Washington, D.C., to bring broadband to
schools in small towns and rural areas
across the United States.

“We can only get there with technolo-
gy. Together, we must work to make sure
every single child in this country has ac-
cess to a world-class education; one that
prepares them to live, to learn, and work
in our increasingly interconnected world,”
Duncan said.

In an interview with eSchool News,
ED's director of educational technology,
Karen Cator, said many ed-tech stake-
holders responded to the draft version of
the plan by asking: What do we actually
do to meet these goals? As a result of this
feedback, the department included a sec-
tion in the plan's final version called
“Getting Started Now.” 

One key action that ED is taking in
support of the plan is to develop “Online
Communities of Practice,” which aim to
give educators a forum to share best
practices, form relationships, and work
together to improve education through
the use of ed tech. The first of these com-
munities will launch in mid-2011, ED
said.

The department also is working close-
ly with the Federal Communications
Commission to implement its ed-tech plan
in coordination with the FCC’s National
Broadband Plan, Cator said.

The ed-tech plan, formally called
“Transforming American Education:
Learning Powered by Technology,” pro-
vides further details on how the adminis-
tration plans to improve 21st-century ed-
ucation through the use of educational
technology.

“Students today are living in a digital
age, and they are learning digitally every-
where except for school,” said Wise. “If
you are eligible for public school, you
should be eligible for publicly-funded dig-
ital learning.”

Panelists addressed three looming chal-
lenges facing the education system: declin-
ing fiscal revenues, a mounting teacher short-
age, and increased demand for skilled
workers. While the demand for highly skilled
workers is increasing, the webinar noted, only
seven out of 10 students graduate from high
school, and only half of those graduates are
college and work ready. Panelists said they
believe digital and blended learning can help
the U.S. overcome these issues.

“When [students] sit in a classroom
lined up in desks with a single textbook, a
single lecture, and a single teacher trying
to convey information to them, it shuts
them down,” said Susan Patrick, president
and CEO of the International Association
for K-12 Online Learning and an executive
DLC committee member.

“Every student deserves a world-class
education, and we can provide that through
digital learning,” said Patrick.

Patrick and fellow panelist Lisa Gillis,
project director of the DLC and author of
Virtual Schooling, believe schooling can be
greatly improved through the use of blend-
ed learning that provides more personal-
ized instruction. Blended learning com-

bines live teaching and a variety of tech-
nological tools, including online learning,
to educate students.

“One of the hardest things we see hap-
pening today is when students have those
big gaps over their educational career, they
get into high school and they don’t have
any time to go back and fill them in,” said
Patrick. “There’s no reason we can’t build
those building blocks so every student can
be successful and graduate with the skills
they need for college. This is very hard to
do without good technology, but the tech-
nology is here now, so this is the time.”

“In a digital learning environment, stu-
dents can actually learn at their own pace,
and the curriculum can adapt on a lesson-
by-lesson basis,” said Gillis. Patrick and
Gillis explained that with a digital learn-
ing program, students can be assessed as
they finished each lesson and wouldn’t

progress to subsequent teachings until they
had mastered the current one.

“There’s a new accountability that
comes along with that. Instead of check-
ing the dipstick in your car at the end of
the year, the assessment-based learning for
each individual student lets them know how
they’re progressing. We’re focusing back
on the instruction of the teacher in the class-
room,” said Patrick.

“It’s not just a one snapshot in time, on
one day, on one standardized test,” added
Gillis.

Gillis said she believes access to tech-
nology must be worked into schools' in-
frastructure.

“If we take a strategic approach in our
schools and in our communities to identi-
fy gaps and who needs access, there are
strategies for providing computers for stu-
dents at home, [and] being able to fill those
gaps so every student has access to some
sort of computing device,” said Gillis.
“Students come to school every day with
computers in their pockets, so why don’t
we access that as well?” she asked, refer-
ring to the widespread use of smart phones
and other personal computing devices.

The DLC's “10 Elements of High
Quality Digital Learning” are as follows:

1. Student Eligibility: All students are dig-
ital learners.

2. Student Access: All students have ac-
cess to high-quality digital content and
online courses.

3. Personalized Learning: All students can
customize their education using digital

content through an approved provider.
4. Advancement: Students progress based

on demonstrated competency, instead of
rigid seat-time requirements.

5. Content: Digital content, instructional
materials, and online and blended learn-
ing courses are high quality.

6. Instruction: Digital instruction and
teachers are high quality.

7. Providers: All students have access to
multiple, high-quality providers.

8. Assessment and Accountability:
Student learning is the metric for eval-
uating quality of content and instruction.

9. Funding: Funding creates incentives
for performance and innovation.

10. Delivery: Infrastructure supports dig-
ital learning.
Gillis said the DLC’s recommendations

are an important step in advancing digital
learning to all students.

“We want to remove the barriers of con-
straint of time. We want to remove the prob-
lems of funding and access and this docu-
ment will do that,” she said.

Panel...
continued from page 1
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Publishing exec to lead nation’s largest school system
To replace long-time New York City schools chancellor Joel Klein, Mayor Michael Bloomberg
taps businesswoman with no public education experience
From staff and wire reports

In another striking example of the be-
lief that public education should be run
more like a business, New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg has named
a top publishing executive with no back-
ground in education to head the nation’s
largest school system after announcing
Nov. 9 that the city’s longtime chancel-
lor was stepping down.

Hearst Magazines chairwoman Cathie
Black will become the first female chan-
cellor of the city’s 1.1 million-student
public education system, replacing Joel
I. Klein, who has served as chancellor
since 2002. Klein is leaving to become
an executive vice president at News
Corp., the company behind Fox News.

Bloomberg praised Black, a Chicago
native who spent eight years at USA
Today as president, publisher, board
member, and Gannett Co. executive vice
president, as a “world-class manager.”
The billionaire mayor, who often es-
chews traditional resumes for govern-
ment posts, said Black’s business skills
make her an ideal leader of educators and
students.

“She understands that we have to
make sure that our kids have the skill sets
to partake in the great American dream,”
Bloomberg said. “In the end, I picked
somebody who I have confidence is the
right person for this job at this time.”

The state Department of Education
granted a waiver for the appointment, be-
cause Black is not a certified teacher. The
mayor said Klein will stay on until the
end of the year.

Black has never been involved in pub-
lic education before. She attended
parochial schools in Chicago and sent her
own children to private boarding schools
in Connecticut.

She has been on Fortune magazine’s
“50 Most Powerful Women in Business”
list and is the author of a book called
Basic Black: The Essential Guide for
Getting Ahead at Work (and in Life). She
will be the first woman to lead New York
City’s public education system.

At Hearst, she oversees titles includ-
ing Esquire; Good Housekeeping; O, the
Oprah magazine; and Popular
Mechanics.

Black’s appointment reflects
Bloomberg’s view that success in busi-
ness translates to similar achievements
in public service.

“There is no one who knows more
about the skills our children will need to
succeed in the 21st-century economy,”
Bloomberg said at a City Hall news con-
ference with Klein and Black.

Klein, too, became chancellor with-
out having worked in public education.
Before he joined the Bloomberg admin-
istration, Klein was with media con-
glomerate Bertelsmann AG. Previously,
he was an assistant attorney general in
the Clinton administration. He headed
the U.S. Justice Department’s antitrust
division for nearly four years, where his
work included launching the case to
break up Microsoft Corp.

Unlike Black, however, Klein grew
up in New York City and attended pub-
lic schools.

As chancellor, he often clashed with
unions and with parent groups that com-
plained of being denied a role in run-
ning the schools.

“Many parents will be glad to see Joel
Klein leave as chancellor, who had no re-
spect for their views or priorities,” said
Leonie Haimson, who leads a parent ad-
vocacy group called Class Size Matters.

Ernest Logan, the president of the
union that represents New York City

principals, said Klein “had a rocky road”
as chancellor but learned on the job. 

Logan said he knows little about
Black. “I’m now going to read her book,”
he said.

Teachers union head Michael
Mulgrew said: “I look forward to work-
ing with Ms. Black. As a teacher, I will
help in any way I can to improve the ed-
ucation for the children of New York.”

Black told reporters she has had “lim-
ited exposure to unions” in her previous
jobs. She’ll have to learn quickly:
Among her many challenges will be to
oversee a new contract with teachers, be-
cause the city’s teachers have been work-
ing under an expired contract for months.

Klein was appointed chancellor after
Bloomberg won control of the city’s pub-
lic education system and disbanded the
Board of Education. Bloomberg and
Klein have touted the progress that stu-
dents have made under their watch, but
the state Education Department said last
summer that rising scores on standard-
ized tests had been overstated because
the tests had become too easy.

Black will likely serve no longer than
the three years remaining in Bloomberg’s
term.

“She’s had a career, so maybe she can
have the ability to devote the next three
years to public service,” Bloomberg said.

In a Nov. 26 letter, Bloomberg said
Black would appoint 38-year-old Shael
Polakow-Suransky, a former teacher and
a member of Klein's administration, to
serve as senior deputy chancellor and
chief academic officer.

An advisory panel appointed to weigh
Black’s qualifications to serve as chan-
cellor of New York City schools had rec-
ommended that Education Commissioner
David M. Steiner deny the waiver that
would allow her to serve as chancellor.

Steiner had previously suggested he
might be willing to grant a waiver to
Black if a second-in-command with aca-
demic experience were to be chosen.

Under Black, Polakow-Suransky will
be tasked with overseeing the schools’
instructional programs and the imple-
mentation of major educational policies,
the mayor said in his letter to Steiner.
Polakow-Suransky will also advise the
chancellor on policy issues relating to
curriculum, testing, evaluation, and
more.

Currently, he serves under Klein as
the deputy chancellor for performance
and accountability, overseeing school
evaluation and capacity building.

In his new role with News Corp.,
Klein will advise the company on op-
portunities to invest in digital education
initiatives, according to the Wall Street
Journal (see story above). Education is
an area of interest for News Corp.
Chairman Rupert Murdoch, who believes
the sector is “ripe for innovation,” a per-
son familiar with the matter told the
newspaper.

and web software, data systems, and pro-
fessional services that enable teachers to
use data to assess student progress and de-
liver individualized instruction. It was
launched in 2000 and reportedly counts
more than 200,000 teachers and 3 million
students across the country as users.

“When it comes to K through 12 edu-
cation, we see a $500 billion sector in the
U.S. alone that is waiting desperately to be
transformed by big breakthroughs that ex-
tend the reach of great teaching,” said
Murdoch, News Corp.’s CEO, in a state-
ment. “Wireless Generation is at the fore-
front of individualized, technology-based
learning that is poised to revolutionize pub-
lic education for a new generation of stu-
dents.”

Wireless Generation also builds large-
scale data systems that centralize student
data, give educators and parents more vis-
ibility into the learning process, and fos-
ter professional communities of educators
with social networking tools. The com-
pany is a key partner to New York City’s
Department of Education on its
Achievement Reporting and Innovation

System (ARIS), as well as on the city’s
School of One initiative.

News Corp. said in November that it
was hiring Klein to help it find education
startups to invest in, particularly those that
use technology to improve instruction.
Klein, who starts with News Corp. in
January, will occupy a newly created posi-
tion as executive vice president and office
of the chairman, and he will report to
Murdoch directly.

The move has led some education ob-
servers to wonder if other large enterpris-
es will turn their eyes—and open their wal-
lets—to the educational technology
industry as well.

“It’s very interesting. And in a way, not
surprising,” said Kathy Mickey, a senior
education analyst with Simba Information.
Mickey said companies in other industries
have owned parts of educational technolo-
gy firms, or entire ed-tech businesses, for
quite some time, although it doesn’t hap-
pen very frequently.

“I think what Mr. Murdoch is doing is
going after services and tools,” she said,
noting that education company Pearson has
done the same on a large scale in recent
years and is likely to follow the acquisition
of Wireless Generation very closely.

The move is likely a signal that News
Corp. will focus largely on mobile tech-
nology and the delivery platforms it offers,
Mickey said.

“I think the main point is the way ed-
ucation will be delivered. I think the em-
phasis for News Corp. will probably be
on tools, resources, and services rather
than content,” she added. 

“I would not be surprised to see Mr.
Murdoch buy a content company, but I
think what’s happening is that we’re look-
ing at the way learning is done and how
to help schools get to their desired level
of student achievement, so you’re talking
about a process. And if you’re talking
about that, you’re talking about the kinds
of resources that technology can help very
well.”

Industry insiders have speculated that
News Corp.’s purchase of a company that
produces mobile technology for education
also might be linked to Murdoch’s $30 mil-
lion investment in The Daily, a subscrip-
tion-based digital newspaper designed
specifically for tablets, including Apple’s
iPad.

The New Zealand Herald reported that
“News Corp is creating a subscription news
product for the iPad called The Daily that

will cover national general interest news,
according to two sources.”

The Daily is expected to be launched in
early 2011, and industry insiders and blogs
are reporting that it will have a $0.99-per-
week subscription rate.

The Financial Times of London re-
ported that investments in ed-tech initia-
tives are increasing, despite strained
school budgets, and that News Corp.’s
purchase will place the company on a
playing field with larger, more established
education publishing companies—many
of which, like News Corp., are looking
toward mobile solutions as alternatives to
clunky school textbooks. 

News Corp. ...
continued from page 1

Cathie Black meets city parents.
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anywhere access. Teachers are also using
these devices in their everyday life and have
been using technology in the classroom to
the point where they feel comfortable with
mobile technology for their students,”
Evans said.

She continued: “And we’re also at the
tipping point because most students already
own a mobile device, meaning that ad-
ministrators might not have to spend as
much on initial hardware for tech initia-
tives.”

Evans said administrators also are con-
sidering the implementation of mobile
learning devices because of parent buy-in.

According to Speak Up survey results,
62 percent of responding parents report that
if their child’s school allowed mobile tech-
nology devices to be used for education
purposes, they would likely purchase a mo-
bile device for their child.

Even more encouraging, Evans said, is
that Project Tomorrow staff found no de-
mographic differentiation when sifting
through parent responses, meaning that par-
ents from urban, rural, and Title 1 districts
all agreed that they would purchase mobile
technology devices for their children’s
learning.

“This gives administrators a good idea
at how to better invest resources in terms
of instructional technology,” said Evans.
“It’s also good for administrators, and for
teachers, to know that if they decide to use
mobile technology in the classroom, they’ll
get parental support.”

Not surprisingly, students, too, support
the use of mobile learning devices in
school.

According to the survey, students no
longer view their schools’internet filters as
the primary barrier to using technology in
the classroom, as they have in years past.
Instead, when asked how schools could
make it easier to use technology for school
work, students’ responses indicated that
they want to use their own mobile learn-
ing devices.

Student in middle school (60 percent)
and high school (64 percent) prefer using
their own cell phone, smart phone, or MP3
player, compared to laptops or netbooks (46
percent).

Fifty-two percent of all middle and high
school students said that in their “ultimate
school,” mobile technology would have the
greatest positive impact on learning.
Remarkably, even younger students in
kindergarten through second grade indi-
cated that they would include mobile learn-
ing devices such as cell phones or smart
phones with internet access (42 percent),

MP3 players or iPods (46 percent), or lap-
top computers for every student (52 per-
cent) in their ultimate school.

Students said they would use their mo-
bile learning devices mostly to look up in-
formation on the internet, take notes, record
lectures, or access online textbooks.

Students also reported a desire to use
mobile technology to receive reminders or
alerts about homework and tests, and to
communicate with their peers for collabo-
rative work. For example, 48 percent of
high school students and 34 percent of mid-
dle school students said they use Facebook
and other social networking sites to col-
laborate with classmates on projects.

“Students are already using a variety of
technologies as part of their regular school
day or to complete their homework as-
signments, and the use of mobile technol-
ogy is a perfectly logical ‘next step’ for
them,” the report notes.

Although using mobile technology in
the classroom might seem like a no-
brainer to some, many classroom teach-
ers (76 percent) continue to express high
levels of concern that students will be
distracted.

Another issue is digital equity, and mak-
ing sure all students have access to a mo-
bile learning device. The Project Tomorrow
report details how some schools are tack-
ling this issue—for example, some schools
are “seeding” their programs by providing
devices to students who might not have
their own.

Infrastructure issues, such as 24/7 broad-
band access, also are critical for success-
ful mobile learning programs and “will re-
quire educators to rethink a ‘cookie cutter’
approach to technology implementation,”
says the report.

School leaders also must think about
which subjects are best suited for using
mobile technology in the classroom, what
kinds of applications will be best for 
mobile learning, and how theft, internet
safety, and network security will be 
addressed.

To help educators implement mobile
technology in the classroom, Project
Tomorrow has included best practices from
five different schools, called “Mobile
Learning Explorers,” that are on the lead-
ing edge of mobile technology implemen-
tation.

These schools are Xavier College
Preparatory in Phoenix; Paradise Valley
Unified School District in Phoenix; St.
Mary’s City School District in St. Mary’s,
Ohio; Jamestown Elementary School in
Arlington, Va.; and Onslow County School
District in Jacksonville, N.C.

While it’s important to recognize and
talk about these issues, students are al-
ready using mobile technology devices
and “a whole host of other related appli-
cations and tools to implement their own
vision for 21st-century learning, and they
are not going to wait for the rest of use to
catch up,” the report concludes.
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potential source of distraction during class
and can help them focus more on school,
proponents say.

In other cases, single-sex education pro-
grams aim to bolster girls’ confidence in
subjects that many lose interest in later on
in their schooling, such as math, science,
and technology.

Whatever the reason for the approach,
advocates of single-sex education say there
is evidence to suggest that it can be effec-
tive—though experts caution that it might
not be ideal for every student.

Imagine Southeast Public Charter
School, founded two years ago, operates
under the dual academy format. It is one
of at least four publicly funded schools in
the District of Columbia using single-sex
education, while there are a few others in
Maryland and Virginia.

Imagine was founded as a single-gen-
der environment, but other schools are mak-
ing the switch from coed to single-sex class-
rooms to help improve student achievement
levels. For example, educators from Arthur
F. Smith Middle Magnet School in
Louisiana say they’ve noticed improve-
ments in behavior and schoolwork since
switching to single-sex education this year.

“I thought it was crazy, I really did,” said
seventh-grade English teacher Camille
Shelfo. A short time into the new academ-
ic year, however, he has quickly changed
his opinion.

“The first day, I saw my boys like I’ve
never seen them before. They were focused,
they seemed to be more challenged, they

take more pride in their work—it just blew
me away. I’ve never seen anything like
this,” said Shelfo, who has been an educa-
tor for 23 years.

There are at least 10 other public schools
in Louisiana that have adopted a single-sex
education model, three of which transi-
tioned from coeducation last fall, reports
the Associated Press.

While public schools are experimenting
with single-sex education as a possible fix
to academic pitfalls, the debate over which
form of education is actually better for stu-
dents is far from resolved. 

Leonard Sax, executive director of the
National Association for Single Sex Public
Education, cited a study in his 2005 book,
Why Gender Matters, conducted by re-
searchers at Virginia Tech that demon-
strated how boys are developmentally years
behind girls in terms of fine motor skills.
Many boys become frustrated with school
when they are taught reading and writing
before they are developmentally ready,
causing them to lag behind girls, Sax said.

“The question, ‘Which is better, single
sex or coeducation?’presupposes that kids
are all the same—they’re not,” he said.
“What works best for some girls may be a
disaster for other girls. What works best for
some boys might not work for other boys.”

Sax said he believes that if single-sex
education is the right choice for a particu-
lar child, that child should have the option
to attend a public single-sex school rather
than having to pay for private education.

David Sadker, a professor at American
University and author of Failing at
Fairness: How Our Schools Cheat Girls,
said he doesn’t believe that separating the
genders is the right idea.

“Separating is a backwards step,
whether it’s by race, or gender, or religion,”
said Sadker. “We’re doing something on
gender that we’d never do on race; we’re
separating and segregating, and we would
never do that on race—and it’s because
we’re more sensitive to the race implica-
tions than the gender [ones], but the gen-
der implications are very real, and they’re
not good.”

However, Sadker said he doesn’t believe
the current education system is fair to fe-
male students, and that boys receive more
attention and are more active in a class-
room. Rather than separating classes by
gender, Sadker advocates a model that re-
trains teachers to ensure they’re addressing
all students fairly.

“Often in a coed class, girls get cut off,
they may worry about harassment, the boys
may take over physically and verbally, but
teachers can control that,” he said.

Sax disagrees: “This notion that girls are
intimidated by boys in the coed classroom
is certainly out of date in most American
schools today. If anything, it is the other
way around. It is common to find what I
call the ‘Hermione Granger syndrome’ in
American schools today, where the girls are
jumping up and down to answer the ques-
tions and the boys are sitting on their
hands.”

In his book Girls on the Edge, Sax de-
scribes evidence from UCLA studies that
suggest “girls who graduate from single-sex
private schools do better academically when
compared to girls with comparable demo-
graphics who graduate from comparable pri-
vate schools.” He also examines a larger
study from the United Kingdom that found
similar results for girls in public schools.

At Arthur F. Smith Middle Magnet
School, Principal Norvella Williams said
she faced some resistance from a few par-
ents, who worried their children would lose
in socialization skills. However, the cafe-
teria, schoolwide events, and some ex-
tracurricular activities remain coed.

As of press time, it was too early into
the year to measure academic gains, but
Williams and her staff reported about half
the discipline problems compared to the
same time the previous year. That means
the school is on the right track, Williams
said.

Although Sax and Sadker disagree on
the wisdom of single-sex education, both
agree that educators must be aware of gen-
der differences and stereotypes.

“If you ignore gender differences, they
don’t go away. On the contrary, you end up
reinforcing gender stereotypes,” Sax said.

“As soon as you make assumptions that
all boys learn one way and all girls learn
the other, you start building the ruts and
reducing potential,” said Sadker.

Materal from the Associated Press was
used in this report.
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January
Mobile computers from Acer

Acer America’s Mobile Technology Platform
Challenge gives K-12 schools the chance to win note-
books and netbooks from Acer while learning more about
mobile technology platforms that will best suit their stu-
dents’ needs. Applying schools must (1) provide basic
school contact information, school logo image, and a
YouTube video or essay with pictures explaining how the
new systems will help their students acquire 21st-centu-
ry skills, and (2) have school personnel take a multiple-
choice quiz on the differences between notebooks and
netbooks and correctly answer seven out of 10 questions.
One grand-prize winner will receive a classroom setup
of 20 Acer Aspire netbooks, and one second-place win-
ner will receive a multimedia library consisting of five
Acer Aspire Timeline notebooks.
Deadline: Jan. 14
https://professional.us.acer.com/edu/campaign/
Mobile_Technology_Platform_Challenge

$1,000 for excellence in
educational technology

The Alan Shepard Technology in Education
Award, from the Astronauts Memorial Foundation,
rewards excellence in the development and deliv-
ery of K-12 school technology programs with a
$1,000 grant. Programs that focus on aerospace
and/or aeronautics will be given priority over oth-
er programs. Applicants must demonstrate how their
ed-tech programs ultimately benefit their students.
Deadline: Jan. 15
http://www.amfcse.org/Alan%20Shepard%20Award/
alan_shepard_award.htm

$120,000 for after-school 
arts and humanities programs 

Over the last 13 years, the Coming Up Taller
Awards (from the National Endowment for the Arts,
the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the
Institute of Museum and Library Services) have rec-
ognized the accomplishments of exceptional arts and
humanities after-school programs across the country.
The program’s new name, the National Arts and
Humanities Youth Program Awards, recognizes the
national significance of the award. After-school arts
and humanities programs sponsored by schools, mu-
seums, libraries, performing arts organizations, arts
centers, and community service organizations are el-
igible to apply for 12 awards of $10,000 each.
Deadline: Jan. 31
http://www.nahyp.org

February
iPods and reading software for
essays on courage

The “Courage in My Community” essay competi-
tion, from Cambium Learning Technologies and the
Max Warburg Courage Curriculum Inc., aims to help
students find inspiration in reading and writing. The
contest encourages U.S. and Canadian students in
grades 5-8 to write about their experience with courage
and how this experience has made an impact in their
lives. Winners will receive iPod Touches and Kurzweil
reading software, and their schools will receive a
Kurzweil 3000 Learning Lab Pack and training.
Deadline: Feb. 11
http://www.courageinmycommunity.com

Ongoing
Up to $5,000 per award for
innovative math and science
projects

The Toshiba America Foundation is a nonprofit
grant-making organization dedicated to supporting
science and math education in the United States.
The foundation contributes to the quality of science
and math education by investing in innovative pro-
jects designed by classroom teachers to improve in-
struction for students in grades 6-12. The founda-
tion awards grants of $5,000 on a rolling basis. For
grants of more than $5,000, applications are due
Feb. 1.
http://www.toshiba.com/tafpub/jsp/home/default.jsp

Free classroom AV solutions from
Extron Electronics

The Extron Classroom A/V System Grant Program
provides selected pilot classrooms with advanced au-
dio/video solutions for mounting and controlling wall
or ceiling-mounted projectors and for classroom sound
amplification. The goal of the program is to demon-
strate the ease of use and benefits of Extron classroom
AV technology to students, teachers, and administra-
tors. Grants include the installation of a PoleVault,
WallVault, or VoiceLift system from Extron, as well
as full training.
http://www.extron.com/k12/polevaultgrant.aspx

By Deborah Ward

In my last column (“Where to find
grants for education,” October 2010), I
wrote abut how to find grant opportuni-
ties from public funders, such as govern-
ment agencies. This month, I’m going to
focus on finding opportunities from pri-
vate funders, such as foundations and cor-
porations. However, I need to add one
more source of information for federal
grant opportunities.

According to its website, Grants.gov
is a central storehouse for information
on more than 1,000 federal grant pro-
grams and provides access to approxi-
mately $500 billion in annual awards. If
you haven’t registered yet with
Grants.gov, I would encourage you to do
this now, even if you’re not currently in-
terested in applying for federal grants. The
application process is free, and applica-
tions can take a few days to be processed.
Registering now can help you avoid any
problems with missed deadlines if you de-
cide to apply for a federal grant in the fu-
ture.

Today, applicants must use the
Grants.gov system to apply for most fed-
eral grants, although there are few grant
programs that still do not use this elec-

tronic system. Grant seekers can search
for federal grants using Grants.gov and
can receive eMail notification of grant an-
nouncements from specific federal agen-
cies. Clicking on these announcements
will provide you with the guidance need-
ed for these programs, as well as the on-
line grant package that must be complet-
ed and submitted, if applicable.

One of the most common ways to find
information about potential private fun-
ders is to use the Foundation Center data-
base. Go to www.fdncenter.org, locate the
nearest Foundation Center library, and
pay the library a visit in order to access
its database for free. 

When you access the database, you can
search by funder interest, geographic lo-
cation, and the dollar amount of a foun-
dation’s assets, among other criteria. The
Foundation Center libraries that I have
visited also provided additional directo-
ries and books about grants and funding.
In addition, you can subscribe to the
Foundation Center database if you want
continuous access from your own com-
puter, instead of having to make a phys-
ical trip to the nearest library for infor-
mation.

If you know the name of the founda-
tion you’re looking for, you can find its

website by using a regular search en-
gine—but you should note, however, that
not all foundations have a website, espe-
cially if they are small and have no paid
staff. 

On their websites, most foundations
will describe their eligibility require-
ments, list application deadlines and
amounts of their grant awards, and pro-
vide a list of prior grantees. Many foun-
dations also now use an online applica-
tion process, so you can see what
information will be needed to submit a re-
quest for funding.

Many corporate funders also include
grants information on their website; how-
ever, I’ve found this information some-
times can be hard to locate. Try looking
under tabs labeled “foundation,” “corpo-
rate giving,” “giving,” or “community
support.” As with private foundations,
you can find eligibility requirements, ap-
plication requirements, giving histories,
and the online application itself, if ap-
plicable.

If you’re not sure what corporate fun-
ders exist in your community, contact
your local Chamber of Commerce and ask
if they have a list of top employers in your
community. Start researching this list to
find potential funders, but don’t restrict

yourself only to the major employers in
your community. You might find that
smaller businesses also provide financial
support, although the dollar amounts they
give might be smaller than those of the
major corporations.

The last type of funders to research are
national or local organizations related to
a specific academic discipline—such as
the National Science Teachers
Association, the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics, and so on. 

If there’s a national organization de-
voted to your academic field, do some re-
search to see if it offers any grants you
can apply for to support a classroom pro-
ject. Again, the organization’s website
probably will provide you with all the
information you’ll need to decide if this
is a viable funder for you to pursue.

(Editor’s note: For $35 per year, you
can also receive our Grants & Funding
ALERT electronic newsletter, which de-
livers the latest federal and private grant
listings to your eMail in-box twice a
month; to sign up, go to http://
www.eschoolnews.com/funding.)

Deborah Ward, CFRE, is an independent
grant writing consultant. She welcomes
questions at Debor21727@aol.com.

How to find private sources of funding
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More school districts are turning to x-
ray machines like those found in airports
to strengthen and improve school securi-
ty—a move that school safety experts say
can improve physical safety as well as stu-
dents’and teachers’emotional well-being
while inside school buildings.

Patrick Fiel, public safety advisor for
ADT Security Services and former exec-
utive director of school security for the
Washington, D.C., public school system,
said this type of technology can prevent
contraband from entering schools.

“X-ray machines definitely can reduce
crime and can act as a deterrent when peo-
ple know they’re going through them,”
said Fiel.

Jim Viscardi, vice president of sales
for Smiths Detection, said his company
has seen a huge increase in sales in the
past year, and added that x-ray machines
provide a level of school security that
metal detectors can’t.

“A metal detector certainly will alert
security officers as to whether a student,
teacher, or school personnel have any sort
of metal on their person. What it doesn’t
provide is any indication as to what a stu-

dent is carrying into a school,” said
Viscardi.

“The x-ray system allows an officer to
get an image of what’s inside a student’s
bag to make sure there [are] no weapons,
there’s no contraband. The name of the
game here is keeping the kids safe,”
Viscardi added.

In the past 12 months, Smiths
Detection has installed more than 100 x-
ray machines in schools in Virginia,
Texas, Illinois, New York, and Tennessee.
Viscardi declined to identify the school
districts that have installed his company’s
x-ray systems, but said they are often in-
stalled in more urban school districts.

“This major uptick in sales would in-
dicate to us that x-rays are now a required
piece for school security and that [they’re]
being used successfully and most likely
keeping threats and contraband out of the
schools,” said Viscardi.

Fiel agreed that the machines are an
important school safety tool.

“We found everything the machine is
authorized to pick up. At the entry points
at these locations, we eliminated [con-
traband] from going any further,” Fiel said
of his experiences with the Washington,
D.C., schools.

Viscardi said it’s important for
schools to work out a multi-layered
security plan and not rely solely on
one method.

“The use of a single piece of
equipment we’ve never felt is the
best way to provide security,” said
Viscardi. He suggests the use of
several different technology-based
components in order to provide the
most secure campus possible.

“One layer is the metal detection
to screen students, teachers, and
other personnel. Another layer is the
x-ray equipment to screen their be-
longings. A third layer might be in-
tegration of those systems with a
closed circuit television system to
provide not only comprehensive
viewing of all the security checkpoints
but also post-incident opportunities,”
Viscardi said.

Fiel agreed that using technology can
make a big difference when it comes to
school safety.

“We definitely saw a dramatic reduc-
tion in incidences involving weapons [af-
ter installing x-ray machines],” Fiel said.
During his time with the Washington,
D.C., schools, Fiel and his team reduced

crime by 90 percent after integrating tech-
nology into the district’s school safety ap-
proach. Fiel said that prevention, boost-
ed by technology, played a major part in
the reduction.

“X-ray [machines] have become a
logical component; a required compo-
nent in any kind of checkpoint you’re go-
ing to put in any kind of building,”
Viscardi said.

checkpointSecurity
Districts install x-ray machines to boost school safety
For a growing number of schools, metal detectors aren’t seen as 
sufficient to keep weapons and contraband out of their buildings

�

�

More schools are using X-ray machines.
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watchNet
Curriculum
Best new instructional resources on the internet

New web site combines project-based learning, social
responsibility

http://shoutlearning.org/
A new partnership between

Microsoft Corp., the Smithsonian
Institution, and TakingITGlobal will
help teachers integrate project-based
learning in their classrooms by having
students team up with their peers around
the globe to solve real-world environ-
mental challenges. Anthony Salcito,
Microsoft’s vice president of education, said the project—called Shout—is a solid step
in helping students and teachers around the world connect to solve common problems,
and in helping teachers use technology to boost students’ 21st-century skills through a
project-based approach that is relevant to students’ lives. Each challenge will kick off
with an online event for teachers and students featuring Smithsonian scientists; the
first challenge addresses the issue of deforestation. “When students and teachers are
connected with one another using technology, cultural and language barriers disap-
pear, and a space can be created for deep, meaningful [online] collaboration that helps
drive positive social change,” said Claudine Brown, director of education at the
Smithsonian Institution. “Shout will harness the power of technology to connect the
Smithsonian’s vast research and education resources with education leaders.”

Babylon.com offers dictionary and translation services
to schools free of charge

http://www.babylon.com/k12-program.html
Babylon Ltd., a provider of lan-

guage learning solutions and dictio-
nary and translation software, has an-
nounced a new donation program for
K-12 schools worldwide, called
“Babylon in Every School.” The pro-
gram makes Babylon’s dictionary and
translation software available to K-12
schools and their students free of
charge. “Our solutions bridge the gap
of languages for more than 80 million
people worldwide,” said Alon
Carmeli, Babylon’s CEO. “Our gen-
eration’s mission is to leverage the internet and technology in order to make it a better
world for the younger generation. Bridging the language barriers improves communi-
cation and knowledge. We believe that Babylon’s project will help today’s youth be-
come tomorrow’s leaders.” Babylon’s dictionary and translation software offers re-
sults from more than 1,500 sources in 75 different languages. It provides access to
dictionaries and encyclopedias from some of the world’s most distinguished publish-
ing houses, such as Oxford, Britannica, Merriam Webster, Pons, Duden, Larousse, and
more. In addition, Babylon provides full text and web page translation in 33 languages
and delivers results in more than 25 languages from Wikipedia.org, the company says.

PBS NewsHour launches student reporting website
http://www.studentreportinglabs.com

PBS NewsHour has launched a new
student journalism project called “Student
Reporting Labs,” which connects stu-
dents with professional mentors at their
local public broadcasting station to pro-
duce original news reports on important
national issues. The project’s website in-
cludes a collaborative space where stu-
dents can interact with professional jour-
nalists, as well as their peers from around
the country who are working on the same
topic. The program also includes a news
literacy and digital media curriculum designed to nurture students’understanding of news,
build a foundation of civic engagement, and spark a life-long interest in current events.
Developed by the Media Education Lab at Temple University, this curriculum features
more than a dozen lesson plans that focus on understanding the role of journalism in so-
ciety; developing communication skills, such as listening, asking questions, and public
speaking; and finding, analyzing, and evaluating the quality of information. “The Student
Reporting Labs are a natural extension of the NewsHour’s commitment to education,
quality journalism, and the transformation of public media,” said Leah Clapman, man-
aging editor for education. “Each student who participates in the Lab gains information
and media skills, news savvy, and curiosity about national and community issues. They
experience the power of getting and telling a story to an authentic audience.”

Leadership
Research and management resources for the K-20 decision maker

Report focuses on boosting high school graduation rate
http://civicenterprises.net/pdfs/gradnation.pdf

Higher standards, better data use, and more parent en-
gagement are among the strategies responsible for the first
significant improvement in America’s high school gradua-
tion rate in 40 years, suggests a new report that also looks
at how states and schools can continue this trend. America’s
Promise Alliance, Civic Enterprises, and Johns Hopkins
University’s Everyone Graduates Center banded together
to release the report, titled “Building a Grad Nation: Progress
and Challenge in Ending the High School Dropout
Epidemic.” The graduation rate of U.S. high school students
increased from 72 percent in 2002 to 75 percent in 2008,
according to the report. It also says there has been a decline in the number of “dropout
factories,” or schools in which the graduation rate is below 50 percent. However, while
Asian students have a 91-percent graduation rate and white students have an 81-per-
cent graduation rate, black, Native American, and Hispanic students disproportionate-
ly drop out, and graduation rates for students in those groups remain in the low 60s. If
the U.S. was able to cut dropout rates for minority students in major cities in half, it
would save $2.3 billion in an average year, create 17,450 jobs, and increase tax rev-
enues by $249.7 million, the report says—all on the basis of one high school class. To
ensure that the nation’s high school graduation rate continues to increase, the report in-
cludes a Civic Marshall Plan that sets forth relevant strategies and benchmarks.

Database of assistive technologies now includes
science-related products

http://www.techmatrix.org
Assistive technology devices enable stu-

dents with disabilities to express what they
know, and rapid advancements in technolo-
gy are helping to “redefine ability and dis-
ability,” says Milton Chen, senior fellow and
director emeritus at the George Lucas
Educational Foundation. Chen was an open-
ing keynote speaker at the National Center
for Technology Innovation’s 2010
Technology Innovators Conference in
Washington, D.C., in November. Funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office
of Special Education Programs and housed at the American Institutes for Research,
NCTI advances learning opportunities for students with disabilities by fostering assis-
tive technology innovation. One service that can help in this area is NCTI’s TechMatrix,
a website that provides free information about educational and assistive technology
products for students with disabilities, as well as English language learners. This past
fall, NCTI added science to the categories of products covered in the TechMatrix, which
already included reading, math, and writing. Now, the TechMatrix features informa-
tion about more than 300 educator-reviewed products, searchable by subject area and
grade level, as well as case studies and other implementation guidance.

ScholarGamers.com offers scholarships for gaming
prowess … but will it fly with parents?

http://www.scholargamers.com
While watching a college bas-

ketball game full of players on
scholarship last year, Angelo
Tartaro had an idea for an online
platform that would allow supe-
rior gamers to convert their hand-
eye acumen into scholarship mon-
ey, just like the basketball stars
had done with their physical
prowess. Tartaro and his investors
launched ScholarGamers.com in
October, and last month thou-
sands of middle and high school students nationwide competed for up to $10,000 in schol-
arship money. Tartaro said he’s providing this first round of scholarship money in hopes
of attracting advertisers for future competitions. Ninety-seven percent of 12- to 17-year-
olds play computer, web, or console video games, and half of teens surveyed said they
played a video game “yesterday,” according to research published by the Pew Research
Center in 2008. But ScholarGamers has elicited mixed reaction from parents. Corinne
Gregory, president and founder of SocialSmarts, which aims to develop children’s social
skills, said the site’s competitions would require daily dedication to non-educational video
games. “The only way to get good is to play lots,” said Gregory, a mother of three. “I
can’t really condone having my kids play video games for extended periods of time. ...And
I would remind students that there are lots of other ways to earn scholarship money.”

This month’s very best web sites—exceptional instructional resources, special events,
and state-of-the-art research and management tools—for the K-20 decision maker



TAKE YOUR LEADERSHIP TO NEW HEIGHTS
FEBRUARY 17–19, 2011 • DENVER, COLORADO

RICK HESS, director of education policy, American Enterprise Institute

Creating a “Greenfield” Environment for Sustainable School Reform
The key to breakthrough school improvement, according to Rick Hess, is to challenge the notions of 
mandated standards, pedagogical practices and assessment. Hess will cover why reform may mean 
dislodging entrenched bureaucratic barriers and rethinking restrictive education norms entirely.

DIANE RAVITCH, research professor of education, New York University, and senior fellow, Brookings Institution

The Death and Life of the Great American School System 
Diane Ravitch returns to AASA in 2011 by popular demand to elaborate on the themes of her best-
selling book The Death and Life of the Great American School System. The former assistant secretary 
of education once led the federal effort to promote the creation of state and national standards. She 
will share her changed perspective.

AASA SPEAKERS WHO WILL BRING YOU NEW PERSPECTIVES INCLUDE:

A one-of-a-kind forum where public school educators will share their passion  
and successes with external reformers. Can we find common ground?

Today, in a culture of pervasive media, criticism often finds 
a louder voice than acclaim. Let’s change the education 
debate to an education conversation among educators 
and external reformers. As a champion of education, join 
us as we come together to celebrate the successes of our 
schools and discuss innovative concepts that can improve 
schools truly in need of dramatic change.

Attend our National Conference on Education to ensure 
you have all the information you need to:

��  Discuss public education’s progress so far,

��  Paint a clear picture of the future we envision, and

��  Lead your school district forward.

REGISTER BEFORE JAN. 17 AND SAVE $110 
PER PERSON AT WWW.AASA.ORG/NCE

NEW FOR 2011!
WHAT DOES SCHOOL REFORM MEAN TO YOU?
JOIN THE GREAT EDUCATION CONVERSATION
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Modular classroom AV system
makes deployment a breeze

CoPilot, from Chief Manufacturing, is a modular, all-
in-one classroom AV system designed and built around
extensive market-driven research and direct input from
customers. The system is easy to install, intuitively user-
friendly, and fully upgradeable. A benefit for systems in-
tegrators, administrators, teachers, presenters, and stu-
dents alike, CoPilot combines top-quality components
with functionality that works with virtually any multi-
media device.

Expanding and improving upon standards established
by other modular classroom AV systems, CoPilot is ide-
ally suited for K-12 schools or any room under 160 square
feet. The system brings premium audio and video into
an environment within a single SKU. The main differ-
entiator with this new AV room system is that it includes
wireless RF microphone technology; high-performance,
5-inch plenum speakers; professional-grade cabling;
and a simple interface. CoPilot also includes assisted-
listening ear buds that can be very beneficial for students
with hearing loss, special needs, or for translating to a sec-
ond language for ESL students.

Fast installation is aided by the system’s ability to be
seamlessly integrated within standard wall boxes. At the
CoPilot control module, a CAT5e interface is used along
with a single power supply that feeds all system modules
without a need for special cabling.

CoPilot systems are outfitted with high-quality Chief
mounting solutions and related accessories, offering var-
ious options for mounting suspended ceiling projectors,
short-throw projectors, flat-panel TVs, and other wall-
mounted multimedia equipment.

http://www.chiefmfg.com

Keep your students on task with
NetSupport School

What do you get when
you put a group of students
in front of unmonitored
computers?

In an ideal world, you’ll
expect to get their undi-
vided attention, ready and
eager to follow on task and
to explore the never-ending possibilities of technology.
But back in the real world, congratulations, you’ve just
created a free-range social club.

But now there is a cost-effective way to take back con-
trol of the classroom while at the same time enhancing
the quality of instruction delivered. Introducing
NetSupport School, a complete classroom management
solution providing internet and application metering, real-
time screen and audio monitoring, multimedia student
testing, keystroke logging, an interactive whiteboard
space, and much more.

Reducing costs has never been more important, which
is why printer management is included as a standard fea-
ture. And the unique Technician Console allows support
staff to discretely perform remote diagnostics and trou-
bleshooting to ensure equipment is always available when
needed most, in turn maximizing your return on invest-
ment.

As well as monitoring capabilities and cost controls,

NetSupport School enriches the quality of learning by of-
fering a reminder of vital lesson content through digital
Student Journals. A free 40-user trial version of the soft-
ware is available.

http://www.netsupportschool.com

Skyward’s Workflow Manager helps
keep district leaders organized

Keeping a handle on day-to-day activities just got eas-
ier with Skyward’s newest module, Workflow Manager.
By enabling your district to move paper-intensive tasks
to electronic processes using a built-in to-do list, Workflow
Manager will keep you on top of all your activities.
Whether you’re managing a simple checklist or a com-
plex process, Skyward’s new module will provide you
with flexible options to help you stay organized, includ-
ing decision trees, automated initiation, and form man-
agement that eliminate the hassles. Workflow Manager
supports decision-based responses for complex process-
ing to manage even the most unique set of tasks.

Users can view the entire workflow process in a graph-
ical display that includes both vertical and horizontal
“swim lanes.” Throughout a process, you can set up phas-
es as to how the process should be handled and create
lanes for primary and secondary steps. Workflow Manager
also provides increased security and efficiency by al-
lowing you the option to set up auto-eMails that notify
staff of tasks awaiting their action. Skyward’s Workflow
Analyzer will also help you evaluate workflow produc-
tivity and identify bottlenecks.  

Workflow Manager is an integrated system-wide com-
ponent of the Skyward School Management System,
which consists of Skyward’s Student Management Suite
and School Business Suite. When used in conjunction
with Skyward’s School Management System, Workflow
Manager provides the capability to create processes span-
ning your entire district operations, including student in-
formation, finance, and human resources. 

(800) 236-7274

http://www.skyward.com/workflow

ViewSonic offers a full array of
display technologies

Since its inception in 1987, ViewSonic has grown and
evolved its business to meet customer and partner de-
mands, by identifying ways to add more value and fea-
tures to its product lines.

ViewSonic’s business was primarily CRT monitors
until 1997. At that point, the company began broadening
its product line with LCD desktop monitors, projectors,
and LCD TVs to become a “display technology” com-
pany. As visual technologies multiplied and connectivi-
ty became important, ViewSonic moved beyond the tra-
ditional display space, drawing on its 20 years of
experience to make the natural progression toward other
technologies such as PCs and personal media players.

Today, ViewSonic is a worldwide leader in computer,
consumer electronics, and communication products, of-

fering a complete line of innovative LCD display, HDTV,
projector, PC, digital signage, personal media player, and
digital photo frame products, all designed to make the
customer’s computing, visual, and communication ex-
perience easier and more enjoyable. ViewSonic’s unwa-
vering commitment to quality, reliability, and performance
has won the company more than 2,500 awards across
the globe from global publications and organizations.

As an environmentally aware manufacturer,
ViewSonic is committed to minimizing the use and max-
imizing disposal of substances and materials that may
cause environmental damage. ViewSonic’s Recycle+
trade-in programs also offer cost-effective ways to han-
dle customers’ recycling needs.

http://www.viewsonic.com

Free IT help desk software for K-12
schools, from Web Help Desk

The Web Help Desk software suite is the leading cross-
platform service desk management solution for K-12 help
desks and facilities departments that seek to simplify
and control their increasingly complex service environ-
ments.

Rooted in the world of academia, Web Help Desk im-
proves productivity by reducing data entry and phone
calls for incidents through a student and staff web portal
for ticket entry, ticket updates, and auto-suggested knowl-
edge base articles; all of which use your Active Directory
or LDAP for authentication.
Seamless Exchange, IMAP, and
POPeMail integration ensures all
communications are linked to a
reportable service ticket.

The free edition of Web
Help Desk includes these
productivity benefits and
more. You can streamline all
aspects of IT asset administration, from monitoring and
reporting to effectively managing the entire asset life cy-
cle, with Web Help Desk. The Asset

Discovery plug-in architecture helps reduce costs by
integrating with your current discovery tool or virtually
any open-source discovery tool through the SQLMapper
API. Web Help Desk also provides out-of-the-box inte-
gration with Apple Remote Desktop, Microsoft
SMS/SCCM, Absolute Manage, and JAMF Casper Suite,
allowing your school to select the solution that best fits
your budget.

You can choose to have Web Help Desk hosted through
a Software-as-a-Service solution, or there are on-premise
installers for Windows Server, Mac OS X, and Linux
available.

(877) 943-0008 

http://www.webhelpdesk.com
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eSN.tv viewer’s guide
With dozens of videos being uploaded each week on eSN.TV, eSchool News has created a Video Viewers’ Guide to help navigate
our archive. Below you will find our videos of the month—selected based on their relevance to educational technology and viewer
popularity. Our video site is powered by Eduvision from JDLHorizons—http://www.jdlhorizons.com/eduvision/

From the Student Video Network to interviews with leading experts in education, and from important vendor information to 
conference keynotes, we’ve collected a large variety for you to choose from. Simply go to our Video Viewers’ Guide page on 
our web site www.eschoolnews.com/eSN-TV/ViewersGuide to check out our top videos.
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Interviews with Experts
Karen Cator
Cator, US DOE director of technology, discussed
the new National Ed Tech Plan and its focus on
learning. It's designed to transform the use of
technology and student learning in classrooms
nationwide and create an "engaging state-of-
the-art, cradle-to-college school system."

Jamie Yoos
Yoos, 2010 Washington State Teacher of the
Year, Bellingham High School, teaches Chemistry
and bicycle maintenance Yoos' classroom is a
place of industry and experiment where every
moment is precious and is often full of students
long after the bell rings.

www.eschoolnews.com/eSN-TV/ViewersGuide
Highl ights
The Great Education
Conversation
AASA Executive Director Dan
Domenech talks about the split 
between school reformers and 
public school educators adding new
perspective to the divide with a 
description of the 95-5 dilemma.

ONLINE ADVERTISERS

Helping Students from
Immigrant Families
Tim Bailey, 2009 National History
Teacher of the Year, serves mostly
disadvantaged students. Although
most of them come from families that
recently immigrated from Latin
America, Africa, Asia, and other parts
of the world, the children respond 
enthusiastically to Tim's creative 
approach to teaching American 
history and citizenship.

20 to Watch
Julie Carter
Carter, exec. dir. of technology for Minnetonka
SD, MN., implemented a district-wide, single 
sign-on portal for students, staff and parents, 
allowing them to collaborate and share important
information online with a single login and 
password. 

Jeffrey McMahon
McMahon, academic technology officer,
Indianapolis Public Schools, Indianapolis, Indiana,
is used to leading. He was instrumental in 
bringing a 1:1 laptop model to the 2,500-student
district. He brought CISCO Academies to
Indianapolis and is spearheading virtual learning
opportunities for students.
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Welcome to tomorrow’s classroom. 800.767.4239 | the21stcenturyclassroom.com

Preparing children for the future 
begins in the classroom.
When it comes to using technology, children today are advancing at an astonishing 

rate. Your classroom should be able to keep up, and CDW�G can help you achieve that. 

Our knowledgeable and experienced team of K-12 technology specialists understands your 

budgeting requirements and will help you in choosing the right solutions for your 

institution — from netbooks to student response systems, interactive whiteboards to 

projectors, and more. We also have the professional development resources and services 

necessary to help you and your staff keep up with advancing technology. 

All so you can provide the very best for your students.



We know one for sure.

How many ways can you grow?

One solution…absolute simplicity
ēno one combines an ēno interactive whiteboard, short-throw projector, 
educational software, and stand in a single solution from one provider, 
PolyVision.

With three configuration options, everything is simpler: purchasing for 
districts, installation for schools, instruction for teachers and comprehension 
for students.
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Visit PolyVision Booth #209 at FETC for a chance 
to win an ēno one interactive whiteboard solution 

How many ways can you grow?

we know one for sure.

http://www.polyvision.com

Introducing ēno one by PolyVision 


