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Parent Engagement
Why do schools struggle and what to do about it

Parental involvement has been increasingly a topic of conversation as an important tool to help students reach
academic success. In fact, the Every Student Succeeds Act requires that school districts put a percentage of their
budget towards parent and family engagement activities'. It's important to understand what parental engagement is
about, what barriers exist against it, and how educators can develop a strong, enduring relationship with parents to
benefit the students. Here is some vital information about parental involvement and some advice to get them engaged:

Did you know there is ample research on how important parental In addition to socioeconomic status,
involvement is for a child's educational success? ° the best predictors of student
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achievement were due to "home” factors, including “parental support
for academic achievement” and “socioeconomic status”. In the U.S.
specifically, they found that these home variables accounted for 64%
of the differences.

achievement and future careers
 Parents being involved in a child's
education.

Another study by Wesat in 2001 asked teachers how reaching out and the corresponding parental involvement
impacted students’ achievement. When teachers reported high levels of parental involvement with low achieving
students, their reading and math scores increased at a rate of 40% more than schools where there was less parent
involvement®. Another study from the California State University, Long Beach, students from nuclear families with
more structural support like religion, or marriage, have about a 5% higher GPA than those without”.
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So what does parental involvement
need to look like?’
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Carefully planned
Think through what you want to say to the parents, how you
want to say it, and what you want to get back from them

Two-way communication
Engage the parents to give feedback, ask questions, and be

involved with you to better help their student

Keep it short, clear, & engaging

Parents are busy, and don't always want to read long handouts.

Everyone scans written material for a couple of seconds,
disregarding it if they aren't interested. Of those interested
enough to keep reading:

» 80% will spend less than 30 seconds looking at it

» 20% will read some short articles for up to 3 minutes

Understand why parents are not involved
Knowing why parents don't read communications is not
enough though, educators need to understand why they
aren't already involved in school activities to fully address
and increase parental engagement. According to The
Parent Institute, it's because the parents:

e Don't have time

» Don't know what to do

* Don't know it's important

» Don't speak English

« Parental involvement barriers

Identify parent involvement barriers
A parental involvement barrier is something that prevents
parents from being actively involved with their child’s
education. The Parent Institute compiled a list of a few
barriers that need to be overcome school by school,
including:
o Parents don't feel like the school wants their involvement
e Parents do not believe they can help their child in school
» Schools do not provide practical advice to parents about
what they can do to help
» Schools do not alert parents as soon as their child starts
having problems
» Lack of two-way, respectful communication between
school and parents

Making it easier for parents’

» Write strong, attention-grabbing headlines.

» Add a picture to help communicate your
message

» Keep your headline short and simple

« Limit your newsletter to one sheet of paper

» Keep your article shorter than 250 words

» Use simple, plain language

¢ Ask people what they think in order to get
that two-way communication

How technology can help

Research from Project Tomorrow shows
that 88% of administrators see a positive
impact from communicating with families
via social media®. Around 66% of parents
prefer to get emails or phone messages as
communications®. A great way to help
parents be more involved is to make your
communication convenient for them. An
example of an easy mobile application is
bloomz.com. You can send out
notifications, pictures, videos, and send
individual messages to parents-they can
even read your messages translated into
their preferred language. This saves
educators time because they have one
platform for everyone, and don't need to
print out messages and make sure they get
into children’s backpacks. More importantly
having one place to consolidate information
for parents, will help parents know where to
get information and get the point across
about what schools expect from parents.

According to Monica Burns, the founder of
ClassTechTips.com, it's important to address
individual parent needs, allow for a range of
tool use, and share web-based content®.
Using a mobile application like Bloomz
streamlines communications, and utilizes a
platform parents are already comfortable
with: their phone. It's up to you to help get
parents involved in their child’s education.

bloomz.com/schools
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